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As far back as we can remember,
it was our mother’s face,
her lovely voice,
and her gentle and comforting touch
that we recognized first.
She was first to kiss us,
feed and comfort us,
and make us feel totally safe
in her loving arms.
Whether she brought us into this world
or not,
we learned to love her
from the moment we met.
Our mother is our first, great love.
We owe all that we are today to her,
and we would like to say,
“Thank you!”

As our school year comes to an end,
we would like to dedicate
this issue of ECHOES
to all mothers.

“My mother was the most beautiful woman I ever saw. I attribute all my success in my life
to the moral, intellectual, and physical education I received from her.”
George Washington
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D I R E C T O R’ S C O L U M N
something I was intent on doing and said “if
you get hurt, I will be hurt.” I thought she was
crazy until I heard myself repeating the same
expression to my own child during a rebellious
period. What a revelation! Words that once
seemed so out of touch when I was a teenager
suddenly seemed quite profound. I came to
terms with the fact that the love and
connectedness between a mother and child is
so deep that a mother understands what a child
is going through when the child doesn‟t
understand him/herself and she experiences all
the ups and downs and range of emotions that
her children endure.
When
I
think
about
the
responsibilities and expectations we have of
mothers, I also think about the fact that
mothering is generally easier when parenting
and family responsibilities are shared. Many of
you were raised in families headed by
mothers, grandmothers, aunts, or other mother
figures and many of you are raising children
alone. It‟s amazing how many of you and how
many women “pull double duty” when it
comes to parenting; fulfilling the role of both
mother and father, sacrificing, providing an
abundance of love, and doing all the things
that parents are expected to do to take care of
families.

Dear Students:
With the recent celebration of
Mother‟s Day, it seems quite fitting that the
theme for this publication is “Mother ~ My
First Love.” While it is true that the image of a
first love might not automatically conjure up
thoughts of our mothers, the reality is that our
mothers are typically the first persons we give
our love to. Theirs are the first faces, most
memorable embraces, and the most familiar
voices that we recognize. Although times are
definitely changing regarding parental roles,
mothers have traditionally been the more
nurturing parent and it is usually the mother
that babies reach out to in their playful
moments and when comfort is needed during
times of sadness, sickness or pain.

As graduation becomes a reality and
you go forward in your life‟s journey, take a
moment to give thanks to the mother who
loved and guided you. If you are a parent,
remember that your children depend on you
for their sustenance. A safe home, food, and
clothing are necessary, but love is essential for
their healthy development.

Mothers sooth hurts, make sacrifices
beyond what most children know or can
comprehend, and shed tears for the pain their
children endure. Mothers protect us and keep
us safe. They teach us values and discipline
and help us to understand right from wrong. In
their infinite wisdom, they guide us,
sometimes in directions that we don‟t
comprehend, and at times, we might reject.

Fondly,

I can remember an occasion growing
up when my mom cautioned me against doing
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STUDENT VOICES
Mother – My First Love
Imagine getting up every morning at 5:00
A.M. and going to work in a grocery store. That's
what my mother did every morning when I was a
child. At 7:00 A.M., my mother would return to our
house to get my brother and me ready for school. She
prepared breakfast, bathed us, and took us to school.
She then went back to her job.
I think of my mother as being small in
stature and soft spoken, but very strong. I realize that
she had to change her life when she had children. She
had to worry about our food, clothing, shelter,
education, and future. In addition to being a hard
worker, my mother is also a leader and the power
behind the family. In other words, we follow in her
footsteps.
Mom is more than my mother; she's my best
friend. When I need to talk with someone, I call her,
and she is always there to listen to me and give me
good advice. When I become a parent, I want to be
just like her, strong and always keep my feet on the
ground. A good way to honor Mom is with respect,
love, and gratitude for all that she has given me.
Yarelly De La Mota – EWP 4

Being a mother requires having the capacity
to meet many challenging situations. My mother
wanted to make sure everything was perfect for her
children. I remember when I was growing up, my
mom worked in a factory. It wasn't an easy job, but
she did it in order for me to have a better life. She has
taken care of all my needs to make me comfortable. I
realize how special my mom is to me, not only as a
mother, but also as a friend. She's always there when
I feel alone. She is a true friend, a confidante, and a
mentor. There is no one I can compare with my
beautiful mother. I will always love her.
Micka Saint Jean – EWP 4

My mother always thought of me and my
brothers first. She worked six days a week and
sometimes she was given the night shift. When my
mom had to work late, she tried to switch her
schedule with another person. My dad lived in a
another country, and she did not want to be away
from us at night. When my mom had a day off, she
wanted to spend it with her children. She took us to
school and then took us to our favorite place to eat.
When I was younger, I didn't understand
why my mom worked all week as well as on weekends. Now I understand and appreciate her even
more. She did a very good job raising her children.
We are responsible and hard workers just like our
mom. In the future, when I have children, I want to
be like her –hard working and caring.
Lorena Paredes – EWP 4

My mother is the most beautiful and hard
working person in the world. I remember when I was
a child, she worked very hard to get food for me and
my brothers. She went to the fields to cut rice and
also worked in a factory. My father left the house
when I was one year old and never came back. My
mother took the role of my absent father. She is a
very happy, honest, and helpful person. I miss my
mother because she lives in the Dominican Republic,
but I call her every morning, and we both feel happy.
My mother is the most important person in my life,
and I hope God blesses her.
Cesar Colon – EWP 3

I consider myself very fortunate to have
such a wonderful mother. She is kind, loving,
supportive, and always there for me. I can depend on
her no matter what the problem. I try to emulate her
and be a good mother to my own son. Thank you,
Mom, and I love you.
Rose Maria Diaz, EWP 3
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____________________________________________________
all the time. She listens and gives me support. She
taught me to be a good daughter, sister, wife, and
mother.
Mommy, I love you with all my heart.
Thank you for being there with me in good times and
bad times. You are my best friend. I want to thank
God for having you as my mom.
Tatiana L. Sandi – EWP 3
I have a beautiful memory of my mom.
When my brothers and I were little, our mother sang
to us and gave us a good night kiss before we went to
sleep. She was both mother and father to us because
when my brothers and I were young, our father died.
Mother had to take on all the family responsibilities
by herself. She gave us the best education. She is my
reason for living and I thank her to this day. I try to
be the best mom to my daughters, as I have learned
from the best teacher - my mom.
Aurora Rumaldo – EWP 3

When I think of mother, I actually see my
grandmother. She was already elderly when she took
me in her arms at the age of 5 months old, but she
gave me everything. She gave me love, patience, and
an education. I know it was not easy for her to start
over again by taking care of a little baby, but she
gave me the love and attention I needed as I grew up.
I learned how to be a good mother from my
grandmother. I know how important it is to spend
time with my children. It's hard not having a mother,
but my grandmother did her very best to take her
place. My grandmother is a wonderful person, and I
respect and admire her. “I love you Grandma.”
Angelina Segarra – EWP 3

Unfortunately, my mother passed away, but
I remember her so vividly as if she were still with me
today. She was a wonderful person. She was very
intelligent and hard working, and yet she always
found time for everyone. She wanted us to study
because her dream was for her children to be
professionals. I remember her saying, “Study for your
future. It is important for your life.”
Even though now I am an adult woman, I
want to honor my mother and become a professional.
I am currently studying ESOL, and I hope to make
my mother‟s dream my very own – become a
professional!
Dora Martinez – EWP 3

My mother has taken care of me and my
siblings ever since we were born. She has always
been a role model and a great mother. I respect her.
She's funny, intelligent, and pretty. Now that I have
children, I follow in her footsteps. For example, I
show my children love and appreciation, and I try to
give my children most of the things that she wasn't
able to give us when we were younger.
I can honor my mother by expressing my
appreciation for everything she has done for me and
for everyone else in our family. I love her very much,
and I will always cherish all of the memories that we
have together.
Marjorie Charite – EWP 3

My mother‟s name is Nina. I remember her
as a selfless and dedicated woman who was always
there for her children. Although life was difficult
because she was a single mother, she taught me many
important lessons. I learned to persevere in
everything I do.
The best way to honor my mother is to
continue what I am doing now. I am working hard to
give my children a good education, and I am teaching
them to “love one's neighbors and oneself,” as I had
learned from one of the best mothers in the world.
Deyanira Peralta – EWP 3

My mother's name in Noemy. She is 49
years old but looks younger. She is blonde, pretty,
and very friendly. When I was a child, my mom took
me to the park to ride my bicycle and roller skates.
She even taught me how to swim. She is my
everything because she is always there for me when I
need her. She is my heart and my reason for living.
She fills my soul every day with her love. We speak
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____________________________________________________
My mother is a helpful and caring person.
She plays an important role in my life. She always
worries about me and my brother. When I was seven
years old, I had a motorcycle accident and almost lost
my right foot. My mother left everything to stay with
me in the hospital for more than two months. She
worked very hard to give me and my brother the best
education, and she took care of us when my father
was absent.
Now she helps me take care of my children
when I work and study at EOC. My mother is my
role model. I hope to be as loving to my children as
she is to me. I hope God blesses her and gives her a
long life.
Yaniris Aquinio – EWP 3

Everybody has a mother, but nobody has
one like mine. She is both a mother and a father to
me. My mom is a promise that I have forever. She is
a very strong lady and tells me that nothing is easy in
life. If something is easily attained, it may not be so
good. My life will not be long enough to pay her
back for all she has done for me. It doesn‟t matter
how old you are, you always need your mom. My
mom is my rock. She has always supported me and
has always been there for me. Whenever I feel as if I
can‟t go on anymore and want to quit, she tells me
that I can do anything and that I shouldn‟t give up. I
want to thank God for blessing me with such a
special and wonderful mother.
Thanks, Mom, for everything. You are a
great role model, and it is my privilege to be your
daughter. It is a privilege to have you here with me.
Jeydi Leiva – EBHC 5

When I was a little girl, my mom dressed me
in beautiful dresses. We went to the park with my
brothers and had fun moments together. My mother is
the person who will always be beside me to help me
with whatever I need. She gives me a lot of love and
teaches me how to be a great woman. She is my best
friend, sets the best example for me, and is a great
role model. She teaches me to be independent and
that no one has to depend on another person. She
didn‟t have a man to help her raise her children.
Now, I am a mother, and I look forward to becoming
the kind of mother to my children that she was to me.
Fernanda Flores – EBHC 5
My mom is my best friend. My childhood
was spent in a normal family of four: my mother, my
two sisters, and I. The word mother means a lot to me
because my mother is always there for me. Even
though my siblings and I left our country to live with
our father and she wasn‟t with us physically, we felt
her presence as if she had been right here with us.
That is what a good mother does for her children. My
mom is the most dedicated person I have ever met.
She is devoted to her children and to her job. I have
learned a lot from her. She never gave up on
anything, and I will not give up on my dreams or
anything that I really want, either.
I am a mother now, and I am trying to teach
my children in the same way she taught me – with
love and discipline. I think I am succeeding because,
thank God, I am a good daughter, sister, mother, and
friend. There is no way to fully thank my mom for
being such a good mother, but I want her to know she
is loved and respected.
Betty Carreras – EBHC 5

To me, mother means a wonderful, caring
woman who gave birth to me, fed me, took care of
me, and loved me so very much. My mother is such a
person and she is my mentor. I have many wonderful
memories of my mother. I especially remember that
when I was a very young child, my mother would
wake me up early from my deep sleep so she could
dress me in my uniform. She fed me my breakfast,
and then she held my hand and took me to my school
on the first day. She would be still holding my hand
when she walked me to my new class. She wished me
good luck in school and said good-bye. She has
always been there for me, and I love her very much.
Efrain Aguilar – EBHC 5

MOTHER = LOVE
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____________________________________________________
My mother is the most important person in
my life, and she means the world to me. She was the
person who taught me what respect meant. My
mother, for me, is both a mother as well as a father.
She raised me by herself. Now I realize how much I
miss her. She is everything to me. When I think of
her, I remember a happy woman. She is strong and
confident. She is an example to me of how it doesn‟t
matter how many times you fall; the important thing
is how many times you get up.
Hilda Caicedo – EBHC 5
My mother is a happy person with a strong
character. She grounds me. She is the most important
person in my life. She is my heart. I remember as a
child, she always picked me up from school, taught
me right from wrong, and spent time with me. I like
the fact that my mother never punished me. She
never lost sight of who I was as a person.
Now, whenever I have a problem or a
question, she always makes time for me. She listens
to me and never tells me, “No.” My mother is my
queen. To me, my mother is #1. I am a mother now
with four sons. My sons are the power that keeps me
going. That is one of the many things my mother
passed on to me.
Maribel Placeres – EBHC 5

My mother is a wonderful woman who is
now 86 years old. She still lives in Ghana, my
country of birth. When I was a little boy, I remember
my mother telling me and my siblings to respect our
elders and to always try to do the right thing. She
taught us to be good and strong. When my father
passed away, I was very young, and Mother kept our
family together. We did not fall apart. She wanted me
to know my father, and so she continued to talk to me
about him. My father had been a priest who helped
his family as well as the other people in our village.
Later in life, I inherited the priesthood from my
father, and now I take care of my family and other
people as well.
In July 2013, I plan to visit Ghana, and I am
looking forward to reuniting with my mother and the
rest of my family. May God continue to keep my
mother healthy and strong, and give her a long life.
Aminu Mohammed, EWP 4

My mother is a very important person in my
life, and I have lots of good memories of her. She
was an extraordinary mother in every way that a
mother is supposed to be. She was dedicated to our
family. She was a compassionate, dedicated, caring,
loving, and honest mother. I never saw her angry or
in a bad temper even though she was very firm in her
convictions. She was calm, but at the same time, a
strong person.
She fulfilled many roles in her mothering
me. She was a doctor when I got hurt, a counselor
who taught me good moral values, a teacher who
gave me my first school lessons, and a lawyer who
advocated for me when I was in trouble. I will never
be able to repay my mother for all she has done for
me. She is a mother forever, my mother, my first
love.
Samuel Velez – EBHC 6

A good mother has to be responsible for her
children. My mother is a strong and independent
woman. I like the fact that she is a hard worker. She
took care of my brother and me. I remember, as a
little girl, my mother telling me to respect people and
to be independent. To me, my mother is the most
important person in my life. I always miss her. She
lives very far away from me now; she is in the
Central African Republic.
It is from my mother that I learned how to
take good care of my own children. I will teach my
children the same values she instilled in me. A good
way to honor my mother would be by doing my best
to be just like her.
Huberte Bandio – EBHC 5
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My mother was my first love. I remember
when my mother would come into my bedroom every
night, give me a kiss, and tell me good night. My
mother was everything to me. She was my world.
A good mother protects and loves her
children, and my mother did that. She was a sweet,
loving, delicate woman. She taught me right from
wrong. I learned from her how to be patient, to be
loving, caring, and responsible. The best way to
honor my mother is by having a get-together with my
family on her favorite holiday, Christmas.
Maria Diaz – EBHC 5
I remember my mother always being with
me and protecting me. Sometimes, she had to be very
strict with me for my own benefit. My mother is a
good mother because she has done her best for my
brothers and me. I like that my mother is a strong and
lovely woman. My special lesson was when I would
do something wrong and she would punish me. But
most of the time, she taught me good things to do in
order to have a good life.
When I become a father, I would like to
raise my children the same way my mother raised
me. To honor my mother is to love her as much as I
can for as long as I am alive.
Alejandro Gonzalez – EBHC 6

What can I say about my mother? Nothing
in the world, not even time, can erase my memories
about my mother. She carried me in her belly for nine
long months and waited patiently to give birth to me.
She fed me thousands of times and spent many
sleepless nights taking care of me. She was my first
teacher and taught me the best life lessons with love,
patience, and dedication. B y her example, she
encouraged me to grow up a nd be strong. Today, I
want to thank my mother for guiding me and for
being the best mother in the world. One day I hope to
be like her, the mother that my son can never forget.
Dilenia Jerez – EBHC 6
I will always remember my mother‟s love.
She always protected me. She taught me my first
words. My mother means everything to me. She is
my friend, my first love, my teacher. She will always
be my love. There are not enough words to describe
my mother. She is a true fighter, and I will always be
proud of her. What I admire about my mother is that
she has great passion for all that she does.
A good mother guides you on the right road.
This is the lesson I learned from my mother: “Never
take something that is not yours.” When I become a
mother, I will teach my child the same lesson that my
mother taught me because she has always been such a
good mother to me. A good way to honor my mother
is to always respect her and follow her advice.
Estefani Martinez – EBHC 5

My „mothers‟ are a gift that God has given
me. I have two wonderful people in my life, my
grandmother and my mother. They were my first
teachers. They taught me that sometimes in life it will
be hard to reach my goals, but I should never give up
my dreams.
My mothers are both mother and father to
me. I remember my grandmother would envelop me
in her love when I was feeling sad. She helped me
with my homework and then played with me. When
I was sick, my mothers worried about me and
comforted me. Whenever I came home from school,
my grandmother would be cooking for me. She was
waiting for me with a s mile on her face. She loved
me unconditionally, even if my behavior was bad.
I love both my mother and my grandmother,
and I want to say thank you to them. May God bless
them forever.
Maria Rodriguez – EBHC 6
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The meaning for the word mother, to me, is
perfection. No real mother could ever cause harm to
her children intentionally. When children get yelled
at, scolded, or even punished by their mother, it‟s not
coming from her heart. She just does it to mold her
children into better people. While growing up, I was
the only son, and my parents spoiled me in every way
possible. My mother provided me with anything that
I asked for. My mother may be a housewife without
much schooling, but to me she is the world. I believe
in love at first sight because I have loved my mother
since the day I opened my eyes.
Ali Khan, Accelerated GED
One of my fondest memories of my
childhood was when my mother and I would bake
together. No matter the occasion, she would always
call me into the kitchen to be her little helper. She
was always there for me, and was very overprotective
of me and my brother. She was full of positive
energy and could light up any room with her warm
smile. A special lesson that she taught me is to
always be kind to others. I will become a mother at
the end of this year, and I would like to emulate her
trait of always helping those who are in need. My
mother has shown me the meaning of unconditional
love, affection, and support for her children. I hope
to be the same kind of mother.
Summer Roman, Accelerated GED

My mother was born Gloria Jean Williams
on February 28, 1964. As I was growing up, my
mom always kept me in church. She loved to travel
and we visited many places such as Florida, Texas,
and South Carolina. She has taken care of four kids
as a single parent, which makes her one of the
strongest women I know. What I love most about my
mother is that she shows an equal amount of love to
each of her children, and she doesn‟t play favorites.
One way I would like to honor my mother is to be the
first male in the family to earn a high school
credential and attend either college or a trade school.
I know this would make her proud.
Eston Kershaw, Accelerated GED

To me, there are several ways in which I can
honor my mother. The first is to work hard to get a
good job in order to be independent. I am working
toward this by going to school to make her proud.
Another way I can honor her is to always
communicate properly with friends and family
members in order to show respect for one another.
When I honor my mother‟s wishes, I feel rewarded
because it means so much to her.
Shawn Paul, Accelerated GED

My first love was my mother.
My
childhood memories are short and the ones I have of
her are good and happy. The meaning of mother to
me is life giver because she gave birth to my life.
What makes a good mother is a person that loves you
with all of her heart and teaches you right from
wrong. The special lesson that I have learned from
my mother is not to do drugs because they will kill
you. She died 6 years ago; she was taken too soon
from our family.
William Promin, Accelerated GED

Every mother remembers the date, time, and
place when her child is born. At that moment, she
makes a promise to herself and her child that she will
be a good mother by providing unconditional love,
support, and a positive role model. This is the
experience I had when my daughter was born. While
she grows up, she will make decisions I may not
agree with, but I will always love her. I will also
support her in anything she wants to do. I wouldn‟t
be the person I am today if it were not for my
daughter.
Janet Priscilla Cruz, Accelerated GED
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My mother is my sunshine and the reason
behind my smile and happiness. My mother is there
for me in my good times and bad times from the day
I was born. She has taught me all that I know today
from how to live to how to move through every
aspect of life. I would be nothing without her. I love
her because she raised me well. She fed me every
morning, dropped me off at school, and picked me up
when I was done. She held me tight when I was
scared and made sure that I was always well. I look
up to her because she is my role model. My mother
means the world to me.
Amana Khan, Accelerated GED

Mother is a word you hear quite often, but it
is a word that is difficult to define. A mother to me is
the backbone of the family. She is the support toward
which a family will move. She is a leader for her
children and a warrior for their protection. A mom is
first in line when something goes wrong. She will
never turn her back on her children no matter what
the circumstances. A mother is a precious gem that
can never be sold. As her child, you will always be
her baby no matter how old you grow to be.
Bobby Karol, Accelerated GED

My mother is my first great love. I owe all
that I am today to her, and I would like to say,
“Thank you.” A mother is somebody who puts her
child‟s needs before her own. This includes making
sure the child is well dressed and groomed before
herself. Also, whenever she is needed, she‟ll be there.
Whether you and your mother have disagreements or
not, you know that if you need something, she‟ll be
there with open arms.
My mother is a very caring, strong, and
independent woman. If I ever need advice, money,
food, or anything else, I‟ll go to her before anyone
else. She does not let the opinions or attitudes of
others affect her negatively. She always has her head
held high even if her attitude or mood is low. She
does not wait for anybody to get things done; she
does them herself. I love my mother dearly, and I
hope that one day when I become a mother, I can be
half the amazing woman that she is.
Tennille Medina, Accelerated GED

My mother‟s name is Wanda Saunders and
she has had a great impact on my life. I would
describe her as a strong black woman who raised her
children very well. A good way to honor my mother
would be to tell her that I love her every chance I get.
I want to make sure that she knows that I am here for
her no matter what, and let her know that I am
thankful to be the woman that she raised me to be.
Now that I am a mother myself, I see that my mom
only wants what is best for me and loves me
unconditionally because that is the way that I feel
about my daughter. I want her to feel the same way
about me as I feel about my mother.
Aarion Gamble, Accelerated GED
I loved my mother deeply, but she was a no
nonsense type of person with a very strong will to do
what she wanted with her power. The word can’t
was not in her vocabulary. Growing up as a child,
her philosophy was whatever she put her mind to do
would get done. I miss my mother very deeply
because of what she stood for. She has helped me on
my journey to become successful in life, and
provided me with a positive example to pass on to
my own children.
Denise Harris, Accelerated GED
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My mother has always been the greatest
person in my life. She has taught me many values
that my father could not teach me. I have learned to
give people the respect that they deserve and to treat
everyone the same way that I want to be treated. My
mother also taught me to show people kindness and
compassion. If it weren‟t for her, I would probably
have turned out evil. My mother showed me that it
pays to be nice to others. She was always the nicest
person in the room. Even when she had to discipline
me, she always did it lovingly. I can honestly say that
I am blessed to be my mother‟s son.
Kevin Nickelson, GED
To me, any woman can have a child, but it
takes a very strong woman to be dedicated to the job.
The word mother means patience and loyalty. Some
women do not have either and think that the job of
mother will be easy. It is not because kids rely on
their mother for support, guidance, and love;
motherhood is always a challenge, and it takes a
strong woman to be successful.
Malikha Respress, Accelerated GED

To me a mother is someone who loves
unconditionally. Regardless of the children‟s failures
or triumphs, a mother will continue to support them.
Whether she rules with an iron fist or a velvet glove,
she is always there to love her children and lend a
hand. My own mother was an inspiration to me my
whole life. She taught me that I can be sensitive and
caring while still retaining my pride as a male.
Because she was my only parental figure, she taught
me everything I need to know about being a
gentleman, and how to treat a woman with
compassion and respect. Sadly, shaving I had to
learn on my own. Sometimes I regret not showing
my mother the appreciation she deserves, but I hope
that when she reads this, she will understand how
much she means to me and how much I love her.
Isaac Resto, Accelerated GED

My mother means the world to me. She had
me at a very young age, and had to drop out of school
to take care of me. For as long as I can remember,
she did her best. During my childhood, she worked
two jobs to make ends meet. When I left home as a
young adult, she went back to school to earn her
GED and went on to become a nurse. She has
motivated me and given me the confidence to know
that it is never too late to complete my education. I
now know the strength it took for her to be such a
good mom, and I hope to continue to make her proud.
Malissa Pascual-Vega, GED

I was lucky to have not only one mother, but
five because my father‟s sisters did not marry or have
children of their own. They helped a lot with my
upbringing. They gave me their love by correcting
me when I was wrong and praising me when I was
right. They helped me take my first steps as a child
and helped me to become an independent, caring,
reliable, and honorable member of society. My home
was like a river: not full of water, but full of peaceful
love. I did have my moments of teenage madness,
but by being surrounded by such love, patience, and
caring, I now realize these women were all looking
out for my best interests. They struggled to provide
food, shelter, and education to the best of their
abilities. “Thank you, Mamas!”
Ginnette Innocent, Accelerated GED
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A loving, caring super woman is what
mother means to me. She has to be the best Care Bear
you ever owned that no one else can touch. Most
importantly, she has to be a super hero in your eyes,
fighting everything and everyone in your way.
Sometimes she will even fight with you, but you
know that it is done with love. My mother has fought
for me since the day I was born. She shows me love
when I need it, and she puts her foot down when she
knows I need that, too. She is my super woman, and
has always been there for me to run to for a great big
hug.
Kamimar Santos-Torres, Accelerated GED
Mother means someone who does more than
just the act of giving birth. She is someone who loves
her children more than anything else in life. She is
someone who expects the best, but still loves her
children when they fail. To me, mother means
comfort. She raised me, took care of me, and
supported me through hard times. My mother means
life. I love her very much.
Jhoelin Almonte, Accelerated GED

My mother has been and will always be my
first hero, my own personal Wonder Woman. Mom
cared for three children and used strength, wit, and
determination to keep us, her children, focused on the
future. While I might not always have followed her
advice in the past, I am using every bit of that advice
today. She always faced adversity with grace and
intelligence, and always seemed powerful under
pressure. Her most important lessons were about
making a better future for us than the one she had.
They were about being smarter and making better
choices than she did. Those better choices would
make her the happiest as she watches us succeed.
If I ever have a little girl, I would tell her not
to be tough like Mommy, but to be amazing like
Grandma. My mother will always be my inspiration
in everything I do and accomplish. To honor my
mother, I will pass the lessons I learned from her to
my children. Another way to honor her is having her
witness my walking across the stage at graduation to
receive my CNA certificate. Those few steps will be
big steps toward my bright future. They will be the
start of my becoming the inspiration, hero, and
Wonder Woman she is. “Thank you, Mom. This is all
because of you.”
Jasmin Romero, CNA

Mother means a woman that nurtures a child
whether that child is related biologically or not. A
mother is also a secondary friend who takes care of
the child‟s needs. My favorite memory of my mother
is when she took my sister and me to the nail salon
every Friday. I loved all of the fancy colors they
painted my nails. My mother is a beautiful and
caring woman. She has taught me to be independent
and how to save money. As a mother myself, I
follow her lead by example. I honor her every
Mother‟s Day by taking her out to at least two of her
favorite places.
Dierdre Griffin, GED

My favorite childhood memories of my
mother are when I was living in our old apartment in
the Bronx. My mother loved to play her music and
sing. We used to grab our hair brushes and perform
for each other. She has the most amazing voice, and
I love to hear her sing. She is the reason that I am the
woman I am today, and I am very proud that she is
my mother.
Latoya Wade, Accelerated GED
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The first time I saw my mother, I knew that
we were destined to be together forever. She is a
very strong woman who doesn‟t show her emotions.
She doesn‟t want anyone to know about her
struggles; and she does a pretty good job of hiding
her feelings. My mother is very generous to anyone
in need, and she always thinks of others before
herself. She taught me that I can be anything I want
as long as I put my mind to it. She also taught me to
be a strong mother like her.
Starleen Dolphin, Accelerated GED
My childhood memories of my mother
consist of the birthday parties she would throw me,
the days we spent in the park, and the hugs I would
receive when I was scared. My mother means the
world to me. She is the person I look up to as my
role model. She is my motivator and the one who
pushes me to follow my dreams. My mother raised
four children on her own. She is the hardest working
independent woman I know. What I have learned
from her is to always be myself. Any obstacle can be
overcome with hope and strength. I know that I will
raise my daughter the same way she raised me. “I
love you, Mama! Siempre te amaré!”
Joanna Jerez, Accelerated GED

In most cases, our mother is our first great
love, but in my case, I assign this title to my
grandmother. She is the epitome of a great mother. I
can go to her for anything without fear of judgment,
and she gives me the best advice. My fondest
memory of her took place when I was about 9 years
old. In our back yard there were several trees that
grew black cherries. We spent the whole afternoon
picking cherries, and my grandmother taught me to
use them to make wine, and the bottle sat in her
cabinet for years. My grandmother is honest and has
many strong leadership qualities that I admire. The
most powerful lesson that I have learned from her is
that love is beautiful and people are crazy. Now that
I am a mother, I hope to pass the same values to my
own children.
Daishanay Graham, Accelerated GED

A mother is a special person who is a role
model and a best friend. She also assumes many
roles. She is a doctor, a provider, and a referee. She
loves her children endlessly, and would do whatever
it takes to make them happy. I would love to be like
my mother to my two daughters because she is strong
and independent, and she raised six children all by
herself. I have so many fond memories of my mother
playing board games and hopscotch with me. She is
one of the best moms I know and even though she
lives far away, she calls all of her children every day.
Desire Robinson, GED

I‟ll always love my mama. She has shown
me how to be a good woman and a great wife. My
mom is loving, caring, and understanding. She has
always been by my side so that I never felt alone or
scared as a child. My mom means the world to me
and she is my favorite person.
Valentina Jones, GED

My mother is a wonderful inspiration to me.
Growing up, she was strict and firm because she was
raising three children on her own. She made us eat
all of our vegetables and do our homework every
night. As we got older, she loosened up a bit so that
we could learn from our own mistakes. I can truly
say that she was a great mom. She still takes care of
me, and has become my best friend. I can talk to her
about anything and she looks out for me. When I
become successful and I have chidren of my own, I
would like to be like my mother and make her proud.
Catherina Soto, GED
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Did You Know That?
1.

Tennessee is bordered by 8 s tates: Alabama,
Arkansas, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, Missouri,
North Carolina, and Virginia - more than any other in
the US

2.

The only continent with no a ctive volcanoes is
Australia

3.

The longest street in the world is Yonge Street in
Toronto, Canada, measuring 1,896 km (1,178 miles)

4.

The croissant was invented in Austria

5.

In eastern Africa you can buy beer brewed from
bananas

6.

African Grey Parrots have vocabularies of over 200
words

7.

Australia was originally called New Holland

8.

'Lonely Planet' for travelers is based in Melbourne
Australia

9.

Hippopotamuses have killed more people in Africa
than any other animal

10. The coins thrown into the Trevi Fountain in Italy are
collected for charity
11. French fries are originally from Belgium
12. Venetian blinds were invented in Japan
13. The first sailing boats were built in Egypt
14. Germany borders 9 other countries
15. Brazil is named after a tree, and it covers 50% of the
South American continent
16. The Great Wall of China is approximately 6,430 Km
long (3,995 miles)
17. Paper originated from China
18. The wheelbarrow was invented in China
19. Tree hugging is forbidden in China
20. India has more post offices than any other country
(over 100,000)
21. India is home to over 200 million cows

26. Peru has more pyramids than Egypt
27. Christmas trees originated from Germany
28. America‟s top selling ice cream flavor is vanilla
29. Iceland consumes more Coca Cola than any other
country
30. There are 70 million sheep and 4 million people in
New Zealand
31. Americans chew more gum than the rest of the
world‟s people together
32. The first name for bubble gum was Blibber-Blubber
33. The pretzel was first made by monks in southern
Europe to reward children who learned their prayers,
and it was shaped to represent the crossed arms of a
child praying
34. The first potato chips were made by a cook in a fine
restaurant in Saratoga, NY, more than 130 years ago
35. Christopher Columbus introduced corn to Europe
when he brought maize from American Indians
36. A peanut is not a nut; the peanut plant is an annual
herb of the pea family

22. The Taj Mahal in India is made entirely out of marble
23. New York was the first capital of the United States

And now you know!

24. Americans eat 35,000 tons of pasta a year
25. Americans throw away 44 million newspapers a day
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MOTHER
A Love Story
can't wait to hear about our meeting". We went to a
restaurant that, although not elegant, was very nice
and cozy. My mother took my arm as if she were the
First Lady. After we sat down, I had to read the
menu. Her eyes could only read large print. Half way
through the entrees, I lifted my eyes and saw Mom
sitting there staring at me. A nostalgic smile was on
After 21 years of marriage, I discovered a

her lips. "It was I who used to have to read the menu

new way of keeping alive the spark of love. A little

when you were small," she said. "Then it's time that

while ago, I had to go out with another woman. It

you relax and let me return the favor," I responded.

was really my wife's idea. "I know that you love her,"

During the dinner we had an agreeable conversation -

she said one day, taking me by surprise. "But I love

nothing extraordinary - but catching up on recent

YOU," I protested. "I know, but you also love her."

events of each other‟s life. We talked so much that

The other woman that my wife wanted me to visit

we missed the movie. As we arrived at her house

was my mother, who has been a widow for 19 years,

later, she said, "I'll go out with you again, but only if

but the demands of my work and my three children

you let me invite you". I agreed.

had made it possible to visit her only occasionally.

"How was your dinner date?" asked my wife

That night I called to invite her to go out for dinner

when I got home. "Very nice. Much more so than I

and a movie. "What's wrong, are you well?" she

could have imagined," I answered.

asked. My mother is the type of woman who suspects

A few days later, my mother died of a

that a late night call or a surprise invitation is a sign

massive heart attack. It happened so suddenly that I

of bad news. I thought that it would be pleasant to

didn't have a chance to do anything for her.

pass some time with you," I responded, "Just the two

Sometime later, I received an envelope with a copy

of us." She thought about it for a moment, and said,

of a restaurant receipt from the same place Mom and

"I would like that very much."

I had dined. An attached note said, "I paid this bill in

That Friday after work, as I drove over to

advance. I was almost sure that I couldn't be there,

pick her up I was a bit nervous. When I arrived at her

but nevertheless, I paid for two plates - one for you

house, I noticed that she, too, seemed to be nervous

and the other for your wife. You will never know

about our date. She waited in the door with her coat

what that night meant for me. I love you."

on. She had curled her hair and was wearing the dress

At that moment I understood the importance

that she had worn to celebrate her last wedding

of saying, in time, "I LOVE YOU," and to give our

anniversary. She smiled from a face that was as

loved ones the time that they deserve. Nothing in life

radiant as an angel's. "I told my friends that I was

is more important than God and your family. Give

going to go out with my son, and they were

them the time they deserve, because these things

impressed," she said, as she got into the car. "They

cannot be put off till "some other time".

13

____________________________________________________
Somebody said you can't love the fifth child
as much as you love the first ... somebody doesn't
have five children.
Somebody said a mother can find all the
answers to her child-rearing questions in the books
....somebody never had a child stuff beans up his nose
or in his ears.
Somebody said the hardest part of being a
mother is labor and delivery ... somebody never
watched her "baby" get on the bus for the first day of
kindergarten ... or on a plane headed for military
"boot camp."

Somebody said it takes about six weeks to
get back to normal after you've had a baby …
somebody doesn't know that once you're a mother,
"normal", is history.

Somebody said a mother can do her job with
her eyes closed and one hand tied behind her back ....
somebody never organized seven giggling Brownies
to sell cookies.

Somebody said you learn how to be a
mother by instinct … somebody never took a threeyear-old shopping.
Somebody said being a mother is boring ...
somebody never rode in a car driven by a teenager
with a driver's permit.
Somebody said if you're a "good" mother,
your child will "turn out good"... somebody thinks a
child comes with directions and a guarantee.
Somebody said "good" mothers never raise
their voices ... somebody never came out the back
door just in time to see her child hit a golf ball
through the neighbor's kitchen window.
Somebody said you don't need an education
to be a mother ... somebody never helped a fourth
grader with his math.

Somebody said a mother can stop worrying
after her child gets married ... somebody doesn't
know that marriage adds a new son or daughter-inlaw to a mother's heartstrings.
Somebody said a mother's job is done when
her last child leaves home ... somebody never had
grandchildren.
Somebody said your mother knows you love
her, so you don't need to tell her ... somebody isn't a
mother.
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LITERARY COLUMN
My Mother, My First Love

By Priyankaben Patel – EBHC 6

So thank you, Mom,
for all you have done.
I could never have done it on my own.
You‟re an honest, sacrificing,
and persistent person in my life.
You taught me to always follow my dreams.
I remember how excited and proud
you were when I got married.
You were crying
and smiling at the same time.
I learned from you
that everything comes one step at a time
and that everything has its time.
You taught me
that I must fight in life
for the things I want
that might be hard to get.

My dear, lovely Mom,
I remember how I used to say,
“You‟re the most beautiful mommy!
When I grow up,
I want to be like you, perfectly lovely.”
I look in the mirror with tears in my eyes
due to all the reflections there are to see.
I find my mother‟s face staring back at me.
With you as my mother,
I will never ever be ugly
because the part of your beauty I adore
will always be inside of me.

A while ago, my dad passed away,
and I saw the devastation
on my mother‟s face.
I realized how very precious life is.
We only have one chance at life
and we must do our very best.
I remember how my mother
helps poor people as much as possible
by giving them food, clothing,
and even water.

You‟re my hero, Mom,
and that‟s always been true.
You‟ve always been the one
to cheer me up when I am blue.
You give second chances
when none are due.
For that even more I respect you.

I feel very fortunate
to have such a wonderful mother.
I thank God for giving me to you.
I feel like so many battles
are finally won.
You‟re as remarkable
as a midnight sun.
When it comes to the world‟s best mom,
there can only be one,
but in that category you‟ve already won.

You‟re my best friend
and you‟ll always be that for me.
You‟ve always dried my tears
and scared away my fears.
Because of you,
I have been able to grow stronger
and my constant fears stay away
longer and longer.
It‟s because of you
I am who I am.
I have come to love myself,
every inch and gram.

I aspire to be a great many things,
it‟s true,
but most of all
I aspire to be like you.
I love you, Mom.
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My Mother

By Freddy Pereira, Accelerated GED

My mother means comfort to me;
she supports me in odd situations.
My mother means home to me;
she raised me, took care of me, and loved me.
My mother means love to me;
she kissed all of the boo-boos and hugged away the
pain.
She has cleaned up every spill and loved me
through the worst and best times of my life.
My mother means faith to me;
she has never stopped praying for better things for
me.
My mother means encouragement to me;
I may have occasionally let her down,
but she never stopped cheering me on.
My mother has made me into the man I am today
and I hope to one day
live up to her expectations.

A Mother
A mother loves,
A mother cares,
A mother helps,
A mother worries.

By Mellissa Starr, College Prep

A mother is there for you,
A mother lives for you,
A mother survives for you,
A mother would die for you.

A mother is with you through it all,
A mother raises you to be who you are as an adult,
A mother encourages you
A mother works hard and sacrifices for you.

A mother is here,
A mother is there,
A mother is everywhere.

Mother

Mother, the woman that our heavenly father chose to bring you to life.
Mother, the one who will be the one to hold you close at night.
She enjoys looking at you because you are so bright.
Mother, the women who taught you how to fight.
Mother, the woman you want to love first and place no other above.
Just show her love because you were chosen to come from her love.
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ByTonya Jervey, GED

PHOTO ALBUM
2012 – 2013: Fun Times at EOC
THANKSGIVING 2012 – Luncheon and Raffle

Lunch is being served

HOLIDAY PARTY – December 2012

Dora Nelson, Tech. Assistant – Admissions,
in her holiday outfit
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Lunch is served
Maria Boada, Assistant Dean Academic Affairs,
and Reather McAllister, Adj. Instructor, with a group of students

Dean Reneé Guy flanked by (L to R): Prof. Ileana Gökçe,
Assistant Dean Maria Boada, and Prof. Brendaa Paiva

COMMON HOUR – February 6, 2013
Your Healthy Heart

Prof. Brendaa Paiva, Chair of Dev. and Acad.
Programs (in red) led the Common Hour seminar:
“Your Healthy Heart”
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FIRST INTERNATIONAL DAY AT E.O.C. – February 27, 2013
Parade of Nations

Central African Republic – EBHC 5
Huberte Bandio

Colombia –ESOL 1
Don Juan Valdez, A.K.A. Martha
Cardona

Dominican Republic – ESOL 1
Anyi De Leon

Egypt –EBHC 5
Waleed Elbatrawish

Ghana – EWP 3
Aminu Mohammed and Cassum Abdulai

Guatemala – EWP 3
Dora Martinez

India –EBHC 6
Priyankaben Patel

Iran –EBHC 6
Ensieh Pandi

Mexico –ESOL 1
Guadalupe Aguilar
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Pakistan –MC&B
Abeer Razaaq

Yemen – EWP 3
Yahya Saeed

Peru – ESOL 2
Ana Concha

International Music and DancePerformances

National Anthem of India
Priyankaben Patel

Arabic Song of Peace
Waleed Elbatrawish

Las Muchachas Latinas

Marimba – Guatemalan Dance
Dora Martinez

Performers and the audience
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Dos Muchachos
Eric Arguello(Interim ESOL Counselor)
with the student representing Colombia

Dean Reneé Guy with students from Pakistan, Peru, and Mexico

Students from the Dominican Republic and Colombia
pose with some of their classmates

Students pose with Ms. Auguilda Rosario and other
ESOL instructors

Students from India and Yemen pose with ESOL faculty:
Ruth Licht, Janet Yoskowitz,
Anie Khachadourian, and Ileana Gökçe
Prof. Ileana Gökçe, Chair of ESOL Programs, with students
from Colombia, the Dominican Republic, and Yemen
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COMICS
The Art of Camouflage
By Roshane Tucker, Pre-GED
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HUMOR COLUMN
Laughter Is the Best Medicine
15. Why did the cow cross the road? To get to
the udder side.
16. What do you call a cold dog sitting on a
bunny? A chili dog on a bun.
17. What do you call an elephant in a phone
booth? Stuck!
18. What do you call a sleeping bull? A
bulldozer!
1.

19. What do you call a thieving alligator? A

Where did the sheep go on vacation? The

crookodile.

Baaaahamas.
2.

20. What do you call a cow that eats your grass?

Why did the lamb cross the road? To get to

A lawn moo-er.

the baaaaarber shop!
3.

21. What do you call a girl with a frog on her

Why did the golfer bring two pairs of pants?

head? Lilly.

In case he got a hole-in-one!
4.

22. How does a dog stop a video? He presses

What do you call a cow in a tornado? A

the paws button.

milkshake!
5.

23. Why do cows go to New York? To see the

What is the best tool to bring to math class?

moosicals!

Multi-pliers!
6.

24. What do you call lending money to a bison?

Why was the cat afraid of a tree? Because of

A buff-a-loan.

the bark!
7.

25. What is the snake‟s favorite subject? Hiss-

What did the violet say to the rose on

story.

Valentine's Day? “I feel blue.”
8.

26. Why does a dog wag its tail? Because

Why did the turtle cross the road? He

there’s no one else to wag it for him.

wanted to get to the Shell station!
9.

27. What is a cat‟s favorite movie? The sound of

The cow is asked, "Are you from Russia?"

Mew-sic!

The answer: "Yes, I'm a Mos-cow!"

28. How does a mouse feel after it takes a

10. Why do people become bakers? Because

shower? Squeaky clean!

they knead the dough.

29. Where do you put barking dogs? In a

11. What's worse than biting into an apple and

barking lot.

finding a worm? Finding half a worm.

30. What do you call a pig that‟s been arrested

12. Why did the bee get married? He wanted a

for dangerous driving? A road hog.

honey.

31. What is a cheetahs favorite food? Fast food!

13. Why did the cat go to Minnesota? To get a

32. What do you call a baby bear with no teeth?

mini soda!

A gummy bear!

14. Where do orcas hear music? Orca-stras!
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7.

Study

shows

frequent

sex

enhances

pregnancy chances
8.

Man accused of killing lawyer receives a
new attorney

9.

Puerto Rican teen named mistress of the
universe

10. County to pay $250,000 to advertise lack of

It was rush hour, and when the bus finally
arrived, it was packed. The new would be passengers
tried to force their way on, but no one would budge,
even though there was ample room in the back. Then
the bus driver took over.
“Excuse me, ladies and gentlemen,” he shouted.
“Will all the beautiful, smart people please move to
the back, and all the ugly and stupid people stay up
front? Thank you.”
All the new passengers were soon on the bus.

funds
11. Army vehicle disappears: An Australian
army vehicle worth $74,000 has gone
missing after being painted with camouflage
12. Caskets

found

as

workers

demolish

mausoleum
13. Federal agents raid gun shop, find weapons

Is it because light travels faster than sound that

14. Statistics show that teen pregnancy drops off

Joe and Al think there‟s big money to be made by

15. Meat head resigns

some people appear bright until they speak?

significantly after age 25

starting a bungee-jumping business in Mexico. They
travel to Mexico City and set up in a square. Soon a
crowd assembles.
Joe and Al decide to give a demonstration, so Joe
jumps. When he bounces back up, Al notices he has a
few cuts and scratches. Joe leaps again. On the
rebound, he‟s even more bruised and bloodied, so Al
catches him. “What happened?” he asks. “Was the
cord too long?”
“No, it was the crowd,” Joe gasps. “What‟s a
piñata?”

16. Barbershop singers bring joy to school for
deaf
17. Hospitals resort to hiring doctors
18. Man with 8 DWIs blames drinking problem
19. New sick policy requires 2-day notice
20. Nudists fight erection of towers near Wreck
Beach
21. Parents keep kids home to protest school
closure
22. Police arrest everyone on February 22nd

Interesting Headlines from Actual US newspapers:
1.

23. Rally against apathy draws small crowd

Worker suffers leg pain after crane drops

24. Starvation can lead to health hazards

800-pound ball on his head
2.

Bridges help people cross rivers

3.

City unsure why the sewer smells

4.

Meeting on open meetings is closed

5.

Miracle cure kills fifth patient

6.

Homicide victims rarely talk to police

25. The bra celebrates a pair of milestones this
year
26. Total lunar eclipse will be broadcast live on
Northwoods Public Radio
27. SPORTS: Rangers get whiff of Colon
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THE INTERNATIONAL GOURMET
Recipes from around the World
EGYPT
Koshari – Egyptian-style chilli (6 Servings)

Ingredients:
2 tablespoons oil
1 (400 g) can chopped tomatoes
1/4 teaspoon crushed red chili pepper flakes
(or more to taste)
salt and black pepper

1 cup brown lentils
1 cup basmati rice
1 cup uncooked pasta (small shells or elbow
macaroni is best)
2 large onions, diced
4 cloves garlic, minced

Directions:
1.

Cook the lentils in just over a litre of salted water.

2.

Bring to a boil, reduce the heat and simmer, covered, for 15-30 minutes, depending on the type of lentils
you are using.

3.

When the lentils are quite tender, add the rice to the lentils and continue simmering until the rice is cooked,
adding water if necessary.

4.

Cook the macaroni in a separate pot.

5.

Rinse and strain when done.

6.

Meanwhile, fry the onions and garlic in the oil until golden.

7.

Add the tomatoes, chilli flakes, salt and pepper to taste and let it bubble for 10-20 minutes or until
thickened and sauce like.

8.

You can now blitz the sauce in a food processor until smooth or just leave as is.

9.

Mix the lentils, rice and macaroni together in one pot.

10. Place some of the lentil mixture on each plate and top with tomato sauce.
11. Sprinkle with more hot chili powder or salt and pepper, if desired.
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GUATEMALA
Jocón – Guatemalan chicken in tomatillo-cilantro sauce (4 to 6 Servings)
Jocón or pollo en jocón is a dish popular with the Mayan population of Guatemala. Chicken is simmered in a tasty sauce tinted a
beautiful green by tomatillos and cilantro and thickened with ground sesame and pumpkin seeds and corn tortillas.

Ingredients:
2 ½ to 3 pounds Chicken, cut into serving pieces
4 cups
Water
2 teaspoons Salt
1/4 cup Pumpkin seeds (pepitas), or 1/2 cup Sesame
seeds, or 1/3 cup Tahini

1/4 cup Sesame seeds
2 Corn tortillas, chopped, soaked in water, drained
1 cup Tomatillos, hulled and chopped
1 bunch Cilantro, chopped
1 bunch Scallions, chopped
1 – 5 Jalapeño or serrano chile peppers, chopped

Directions:
1.

Place the chicken, water and salt into a large pot over medium-high flame. Bring to a boil, reduce heat to
medium-low and simmer for 30 minutes to 1 hour.

2.

Remove the chicken to a bowl and strain and set aside the broth. Let chicken cool, then remove the meat
from the bones and shred it with your fingers. Set aside.

3.

Heat a dry skillet over medium flame. Add the pumpkin and sesame seeds and toast, stirring, until lightly
browned. Remove to a coffee grinder and grind to a fine powder.

4.

Add the sesame and pumpkin seeds, tortillas, tomatillos, cilantro, scallions and chile peppers to a food
processor or blender. Add 1 cup of the reserved broth and process until smooth. If using a blender you may
have to do this step in batches.

5.

Return the chicken to the pot. Pour over pureed sauce and add 1 to 1 1/2 cups of the remaining broth to give
it a sauce-like consistency.

6.

Heat over medium-low flame and simmer for an additional 15-25 minutes. Adjust seasoning and serve.
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS
CITIZENSHIP NEWS

Mirta Piña, English for the Workplace, Level 3, became a
naturalized United States citizen on August 22nd, 2012.
The swearing in ceremony was held in the Westchester
County Court in White Plain, NY. Mirta was accompanied
by her daughter, as Mr. Timothy C. Idoni, Westchester
County Clerk, administered the oath of citizenship.

Alejandro Gonzalez, English for Business/Health Careers,
Level 5, was also sworn in as a U.S. citizen by Mr. Timothy
C. Idoni, at the Courthouse in White Plains, on November
10th, 2012. Alejandro was accompanied by his sister.

Ana Valerio, English for Speakers of Other Languages, Level 2, became a United States citizen on March 8th, 2013. Her
swearing in ceremony was held at the Department of Immigration and Naturalization at 26 Federal Plaza in Manhattan, NY.
All new citizens are looking forward to exercising their civic duty and casting their first vote in the next election.
CONGRATULATIONS!
NEW YORK STATE BLACK & PUERTO RICAN LEGISLATIVE CAUCUS WEEKEND

The 42nd Annual Conference of the New York State
Association of Black and Puerto Rican Legislators, Inc.
took place in Albany, N.Y. on Saturday, February 17th,
2013. EOC of Westchester was represented by Dean Renée
Guy (EOC‟s Director), Maria Boada (Assistant DeanAcademic Affairs), Mary-Ann Clark (Pharmacy Tech), and
Pauline Brown (CNA). EOC of Westchester showcased
our partnership with CVS Pharmacy and our Certified
Pharmacy Tech Program. Dean Guy presented along with
several other EOC‟s to promote the EOC mission to
legislators and senators for our area.
Mary-Ann Clark, Dean Guy, and Pauline Brown
“SOMOS EL FUTURO” CONFERENCE

This event helps to increase the participation of the Puerto
Rican/Hispanic community in the public policy making
process and assists in building the capacity of New York's
Hispanic communities to work towards the development of
policies, laws, state rules and regulations that address the
needs and issues of Latino Americans throughout New
York State. The Educational Opportunity Center of
Westchester was represented by Katrina Hairston (left)
and Jasmin Romero (back), both completed CNA and are
currently enrolled in EKG/Phlebotomy. The students were
accompanied by their counselor, Ms. Ana Veras. The
students administered blood pressure readings, and
distributed EOC information to hundreds of conference
attendees. By all accounts, the conference was a great
success.

EOC participated in the 25th annual “Somos El Futuro”
Conference of the New York State Assembly Puerto
Rican/Hispanic Task Force in Albany on March 22, 2013,
and March 23, 2013. The annual Conference creates and
provides educational, business, and political opportunities.

WESTCHESTER WOMEN OF INFLUENCE RECOGNITION

We are proud to announce that our own Dean Reneé Guy (Director of EOC) and Tracey Mitchell (Interim Division Coordinator,
Student Affairs) were among the ten honorees that were recognized on May 30th, 2013, in a ceremony “Celebrating the influential
businesswomen of Westchester, New York, for all that they have accomplished.” Congratulations!
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____________________________________________________
Employers of EOC Graduates by Program and Job Title

Certified Nurse Aide and Certified Nurse Aide/Home Health Aide
A&T Healthcare
Advanced Care Staffing, LLC
Cortland Healthcare, LLC
County Home Care
Field Home – Holy Comforter
Medical Staffing Network
Medical Staffing Network
New Monsey Park
Optimal Workforce Solutions
Optimal Workforce Solutions
Putnam Ridge
Sans Souci Rehabilitation & Nursing Center
The Seabury at Field Home
Vision Health Care Services
Westat

Home Health Aide
Certified Nurse Assistant
Certified Nurse Aide
Home Health Aide
Certified Nurse Aide
Certified Nurse Aide
Patient Care Assistant
Patient Care Aide
Patient Care Assistant
Protective Observation Coordinator
Certified Nurse Aide
Certified Nurse Aide
Home Health Aide
Home Health Aide
Field Operation Staff

Certified Pharmacy Technician
CVS Corporation

Pharmacy Service Associate

Commercial Driver’s License
Westchester Ambulette Services
Federal Express Ground
Adecco

Matron
Driver
Assembly Person/Driver

COS/Medical Coding and Billing Clerk
Classic Westchester
Landauer Metropolitan
Landauer Metropolitan
Landauer Metropolitan
Landauer Metropolitan
Medical Staffing Network
Montefiore Medical Center

Claims Processor
Collections Specialist
Prescriptions Coordinator
Help Desk Customer Service Representative
Medicaid Collections Representative
Patient Care Coordinator
Customer Services Liason CMO

Direct Care Support Professional
The Food Bank for Westchester
Sodexo, Inc.

Warehouse Person/Driver
Hostess

EMT
Citywide Mobile Response Corp.
Hunter Ambulance
Rent-A-Center
U.S. Security Associates

Emergency Medical Technician
Emergency Medical Technician/Driver
Customer Account Representative
Security Officer

Home Health Aide
Atria Senior Living Group
Family Home Health Care, Inc.
Neighbors Home Health Care, Inc.
Optimal Workforce Solutions

Resident Services Assistant
Home Health Aide
Home Health Aide
Patient Care Assistant
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WISDOM
The Value of Time

To realize
The value of a sister or a brother,
Ask someone
Who doesn't have one.

Author Unknown

To realize
The value of one month,
Ask a mother
Who has given birth to
A premature baby.

To realize
The value of ten years,
Ask a newly
Divorced couple.

To realize
The value of one week,
Ask an editor of a weekly newspaper.

To realize
The value of four years,
Ask a graduate.

To realize
The value of one minute,
Ask a person
Who has missed the train, bus, or plane.
To realize
The value of one second,
Ask a person
Who has survived an accident.

___________________________________
Time waits for no one.
Treasure every moment you have.
You will treasure it even more when
You can share it with someone special.

To realize
The value of one year,
Ask a student who
Has failed a final exam.

To realize
The value of a friend or family member,
Lose one.

To realize
The value of nine months,
Ask a mother who gave birth to a stillborn.

Hold on tight to the ones you love!
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