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SUNY PLANS REUNIONS

IN EAsT CoasT CITIES

The StateUniversity of New York (SUNY) haslaunched
amajor effort to connect with hundreds of thousands of
alumni scattered throughout the United States. Local alumni
groups are being formed and reunionsfor SUNY alumni are
being heldin major metropolitan areas. Graduatesof all the
SUNY colleges, including WCC, areinvited to thesereunions.

SUNY 'seffortsto date havefocused onthe Atlantaarea,
the east and west coasts of Florida, and the Washington,
DC metropolitan area.

On Friday, February 6th, the SUNY Alumni of Atlanta
Club held its Third Annual Networking Experience at the
Sheraton Midtown Hotel. The 123 attendees(representing
19 SUNY's) included SUNY Chancellor Robert King, SUNY
Research Foundation Vice President Michael Luck, and
alumni staff members from the Albany office.

Invitationswere sent to alumni of al the SUNY colleges
who arepresently living inthe Atlantaarea. Many colleges
sent staff membersto Atlantato meet their alumni attending
theevent. WCCaumni livingintheAtlantaareaareinvited
tojointhe SUNY group and enjoy the opportunitiesit pro-
videsfor networking and socializing. For moreinformation,
erd | :sunyalumniof atlanta@yahoo.com

Two SUNY reunions will be held in Florida in March.
Alumni living inthe Tampaareaareinvited to areception at
Higgins Hall Banquet Center in Tampa on Tuesday, March
9from6to8p.m. For aumni near Boca Raton, areception
is planned for Thursday, March 11 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the
Hilton Hotel in Deerfield Beach. If you livein Florida and
have not received your invitation to these events, please
call the WCC Alumni Office at (914) 785-6559.

Ontheevening of March 30" therewill bea receptionin
Washington, DC for SUNY presidents, staff, congressional
members and their staffs, and alumni inthe DC area. Many
SUNY aums have gone on to distinguish themselves in
Federal or Congressional service and their active support
of the State University iscrucial toitscontinued successin
the midst of strong competition from private colleges.

If you areinterestedin helping to formalocal chapter of
WCC alumni in your area, please let us hear from you. We
have the addresses of nearly 600 alumni presently livingin
Florida, and hundreds of others concentrated in Georgia,
Arizona, North and South Carolina, and the Chicago area.
Y ou won't haveto do it alone--we'll be glad to help!

( : )

Kappa Sigma Kappa
Conducts Member Search

Kappa Sigma Kappa was an active social fraternity
on the WCC campus from 1958 through the mid * 70s.
Duringitsheyday, alarge percentage of the (male) cam-
pus leaders were members — student government of -
ficers, orientation committee members, etc. There are
literally hundreds of WCC alumni who were members
of KSK.

Gary Cotter, Rich DeMuth and Mark Kierstein are
conducting a search for members of the fraternity. If
you are a brother of KSK, please e-mail Gary at
gwc@gate.net or Mark at mkierstein@aol.com The
objective is to have a reunion in 2004, hopefully this
summer. Even if you are not interested in a reunion,
please make contact. Y oumay find yourself reconnected
withanoldfriend. Also, you may wishtoregister under
NY Eta Chapter at www.ksk.org . If you don’'t have
accessto acomputer, please call Gary at (813) 831-5359
or Mark at (914) 245-6787.

“Kappa Sigma Kappa,
which full from my
heart | shall know how
to speak, when | have
forgotten the rest of my
Greek.”
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NATION'SCAPITAL, BRONX BOROUGH

FEeLiING IMPACT OFWCC ALUMNUS

Carlos Ramos has come a long way from being a high school dropout. Mid-way through a prestigious
Washington, DC fellowship, he' sreturning hometo ensure Latino youth take the path to higher education

Today, Carlos Ramos, Jr. sits a block from the White
Houseat a lobbying firm, Perennial Strategy Group, engag-
ing in global diversity and government relations projects
for clients such as cable program development company,
LAtv, and Fortune 1000 company Sodexho USA. AsaCon-
gressional Hispanic Caucus Institute
(CHCI) Public Policy Fellow, Ramosis con-
sidered among the nation’s top emerging
Latino leaders.

“Mr. Ramos brings awealth of experi-
ence to the nation’'s capital based on his
community and grassroots work," stated
Lamell McMorris, Founder, President and §
CEO at Perennial. "His passion for diver-
sity isevidenced in his efforts to continue
to support diversecommunities, specifically
the Latino community.”

Who knew a high school dropout could
come so far?

“Dropping out of high school waslikea
rite of passage to me because so many of
my friends and family members have trav-
eled that road before me,” said Ramos, 33,
whoreceived hisGED in 1989. “| havegone
from being a dropout ‘who would never
amount to anything,” to graduating with honorsfrom Baruch
College, to being accepted to the CHCI fellowship program.”

The 2001 WCC graduate with aB.S. in Public Affairsis
working towards greater corporate diversification by inter-
acting with members of Congress, the Bush administration,
private sector and non-profit organizations.

His resume is impressive. Ramos helped spearhead an
aggressive campaign to get thefirst Latina, NildaMoral es-
Horowitz, elected to the Family Court Benchin Westchester
County. Furthermore, his riveting testimony before the
County Board of Legislators in May 2001 resulted in the
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Carlos Ramos at a reception in
the White House Rose Garden

election of thefirst Latino, Jose Alvarado, to the board.
Ramos, former staffer for State Assemblyman Ruben
Diaz, Jr. (D-85), isorchestrating the First Annual Bronx Col-
lege Readiness Day on March 27. The event will include a
workshop on college preparation and financing, followed
by an opportunity to meet college repre-
sentatives at an afternoon collegefair.

"I designed this project to empower the
young people of my community,” said
Ramos. "By having such an event for
Bronx high school students in their own
community, we will send them a powerful
message: 'We expect you to achieve'."

Not much wasexpected of Ramos, who
wasthe product of an upbringing strongly
opposed to assimilating to American cul-
ture and education. Ramos’ parents immi-
grated to New York City from Puerto Rico
| inthelate 1950 sin hopesof economic pros-
M perity, but racial discrimination causedthem

| toholdontotheir cultural identity. Hemain-
tainsthat hismother, until thisday, refuses
to learn English.

Y et, Ramos envisions a community on
the opposite end of cultural seclusion.

“1 have aspirations and a strong interest in building a
coalition between Latinos and other ethnic minorities that
have adesireto help othersfrom the same ethnic and socio-
economic background,” said Ramos. “1 believe the single
most important obstacle the Latino community must over-
come is our inability to come together in furtherance of a
common goal.”

CHCI provides leadership development programs and
educational services for Hispanic college and post-gradu-
ate students. For information go to www.chci.org.

CLASSOF '72,

NAMED DEPUTY MAYOR OF YONKERS

William T. Regan, ' 72 who served as Bronxville Village
Administrator for the past ten years, has been appointed
deputy mayor for thecity of Y onkers. The56-year old Yon-
kersresident started hisnew
jobonJanuary 12 after being
chosen by newly-elected
Mayor Philip Amiconeto fill
thenumber 2 position. Inhis
new job, Regan will be re-
sponsiblefor thedaily opera-
tions of each department of
the city, the “nuts and bolts
of city government,” as
Amicone described it.

Regan said that the deci-
sion to leave his Bronxville
positionwasnot an easy one.
“I really loved working
there,” he said. But when
Yonkers incoming mayor Philip Amicone caled him and
offered him the Y onkers post, Regan couldn’t resist the op-
portunity to work for the government of the state’ s fourth
largest city.

Although being deputy mayor of alarge city will likely
have different challengesthan avillage of Bronxville' ssize,
Regan said his years of government experience will be an
asset to Y onkers. Prior toworkingin Bronxville, Regan was
the administrator in Sleepy Hollow. He was also assistant
city manager in Yonkers from 1984-1988 and assistant to
former Mayor Gerald Loehr in 1980- 1981.

Left toright: Fran Regan and husband Bill, both WCC
alums, with Yonkers Mayor Philip Amicone and Mrs. Amicone
at the Inaugural Ball

Regan plansto work with Amiconeto try to get “recur-
ring revenue” from the state and other sources so that the
annual school budget crises of recent years could be pre-
vented. He agrees with the
mayor that thecity should re-
ceiveapercentageof therev-
enue from video lottery ter-
minals scheduled to be in-
stalled at Y onkers Raceway
and earmark the money for
the schools.

Among his accomplish-
ments in Bronxville, Regan
cites his work with capital
projectsto the businessdis-
trict, flooding abatement,
beautification, improvement
of services and a $2 million
fund balance. Bronxville
Mayor Nancy Hand described Regan as a“top notch” ad-
ministrator who “knew how to get things done efficiently
and effectively.”

A Yonkers native, Regan has always been interested in
government service. He holdsaMaster’s in public admin-
istration from NYU. He served in the U.S. Marine Corps
from 1966 to 1969 and was honorably discharged at the rank
of sergeant. Heismarried to Francine Regan, '73 whom he
met when they were studentsat WCC. Fran, who hasbeen
working here on campusfor ten years, ispresently division
secretary for the Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences.



W CC INITiATES BoLb NEw ProJeECT

" Gateway Center" to Open on Valhalla Campusin 2007

A new project of historic significancetothe Westchester
community is being initiated by Westchester Community
College. The new Gateway Multinational Education Center
will be constructed on the Vahalla campus with an antici-
pated opening date of 2007. The Center isintended to assist
recent immigrants, adult children of recent immigrants, and
international students, in learning new skills and attaining
the information necessary to ad-
vance within the American college
education system and/or to suc-
ceed in the workplace.

In undertaking a comprehen-
siveapproach to the higher educa-
tion and workforce development
needs of multinational students,
The Gateway Center will represent
the most significant commitment
by WCC to a specific segment of
the population since its founding i, i
sixty years ago to serve the needs TR
of returning World War 11 veterans. T
Itwill alsobethelargest publicand
private partnership of a project in
the college s history.

The establishment of The Gate-
way Center will represent a sub-
stantial expansion of the College’ sEnglish Language I nsti-
tute, which currently serves more than 4,000 students. The
increased spacewill makeit possibletoincreasethe number
of ESL classes being offered and to enhance the curriculum
content of the courses. The program will also emphasize
technology, cross-discipline education, intergenerational
learning and socialization, information sharing, and essen-
tial partnerships with community-based organizations and
businesses, and it will serve as a community education re-
sourcefor issues of interest to the foreign-born population.

The new center will house the WCC Foundation’s VVol-
unteer Corps, the mentoring and tutoring programs, the
college’ s Professional Devel opment Center workforcetrain-
ing program, and theMainstream | nstitute for Mature Adults,
in addition to the programs and courses designed specifi-
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New Bookstore Gets

Rave Reviews

The new WCC Bookstore opened for business last se-
mester, much to the delight of just about everyone on cam-
pus. Housed in the impressive stone and glass structure
that stands next to the Student Center and was the site of
the temporary library for three years, the new bookstoreis
much larger and offers more merchandise than the old Tech
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The new FSA Bookstore provides an oasiswhere
shoppers can read, study, or just relax

Building store. It boastsincreased floor space, aswell asa
brighter, more modern design that includes--wonder of won-
ders--windows!

David Shulman, executive director of the Faculty Stu-
dent Association which runs the bookstore, beamed with
pride as he led visitors on atour of the new facility. "The
College has areal bookstore now", he said.

The bookstore building is well-designed and utilizes
natural light and warm colors, giving the space a roomy,
invitingfeel. A uniquely shaped ceiling spacewith recessed
lighting also was included to add an interesting aesthetic
dimension to the premises.

The store's new |ocation makesit much more accessible
to students and its pleasant interior makes customers want
tolinger awhileto examinethe merchandise. With over 11,000
square feet of floor space, the new bookstore is more than
three times larger than its former facility. There are more
booksreadily availableto students, along with awider vari-
ety of merchandise including CD players, digital recording
equipment, and greeting cards.

Another significant new amenity is a seating area with
four lounge chairs equipped with fold-out lap desks that
alow folksto relax with some reading material.

The new bookstore is afar cry from the cheerless gray
establishment wheremost WCC alumni once purchased their
books. Stopinfor avisit--you'll be pleasantly surprised.
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The 100,000 square foot Gateway Center will be
located directly across from the East Grasslands
Gate (at lower left corner)

cally for the foreign-born student. It will also serve as an
internet hub, connecting the college with the many commu-
nity-based service providers.

The new building will be located on the grassy corner
facing the East Grasslands entrance. While the design has
not been finalized, plans call for a building approximately
the size of thelibrary, or about 100,000 gross square feet.

Initial plans for the Center
arose from the findings of apro-
gram funded by athreeyear grant
from The Hitachi Foundation to
help learn how immigrants and
employers could work more ef-
fectively and productively to-
gether. Asaresult, aprivatedo-
nor made acommitment of $3 mil-

* lion to WCC to help initiate the
construction of the center.

To date the college has
commitments of $11 million from
the State of New Y ork, $10 mil-
lion from Westchester County, a
Congressional appropriation of
$450,000 sponsored by Con-
gresswoman NitaLowey, andthe
$3 million private donor pledge.
With $24.4 million to begin the project, the WCC Founda-
tion will launch a campaign later this spring to raise the
balance of the private funds needed to compl ete construc-
tion aswell as provide scholarship and program support.

Remembering Sophie

By Eileen Hart
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Sophie Konechny, '75 passed away in January. Sophie
enrolled at WCC several decades after finishing high
school, earned her degree, and began a career hereat the
College. Her many accomplishments included working
with Bunny Marks to establish the alumni program. The
following was written by a member of the college staff.

I met Sophie more than 20 years ago. My mother Joan
and Sophie worked together at Westchester Community
College. They were great palsduring their tenure at WCC
from the 1970s through the 1990s. During those decades,
the College grew in enrollment and stature by leaps and
bounds. Much of that growthisattributableto the excellent
educational environment fostered by the administration,
faculty, staff and students themselves. But during those
years, the staff in particular played a pivotal role.

Sophiewas adedicated and enthusi astic member of that
College staff. Asan alumna, she was proud of the educa-
tional opportunities availablein Valhallato anyone willing
to make the commitment to attending classes.

Sophie served in various capacities during her twenty-
fiveyearsat WCC. Shesingle-handedly ran the Personnel
Department (now called Human Resources) and al so served
as Assistant to the Executive Officer of the College.

Sophiealso created the Word Processing Department at
WCC. When she came here in 1966, the standard office
eguipment consisted of what would now be considered rel-
icsor antiques:. typewritersand mimeograph machines. Un-
der Sophie's direction, the typewriter and mimeo were re-
placed by the computer. She established policiesand pro-
cedures for the introduction of what was then considered
cutting edge technology. She developed courses, wrote
manuals and taught Word Processing to College adminis-
trators, faculty and staff.

Sophie retired in 1991. Y et, when the campus was noti-
fied of her passing, dozens of people e-mailed meto express
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Dear Alum:

When | was young one of my favorite subjects was
Geography. | could namethe capitals of all the States, and
| could find geographical objectswithrelativeease. But, as
| grew older | kept on reading that most Americans could
not locate Japan on a world map, or did not know which
was the world’s most populous country (Russia when it
wasstill intact), or who America sleading trade partner was
(no, it'snot China, it is Canadal).

Many of you havetraveled or will travel. Canyouname
the states in order that you will pass through if you trav-
eled aongthesouthern border of theU.S.? They are: Florida,
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, New Mexico, Ari-
zona, and California.

Don't belikethe students, none of whom could name a
single country south of the Sahara, but north of South Af-
rical Don't be like the average Americans who could not
name asingle member of NATO, the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization. Don’t be one of those people who can dia
directly to England, but who cannot find it on aworld map!

Continental drift causesthe Atlantic Oceanto increase
its width by about an inch per year, but metaphorically
speaking theworld is shrinking all thetime. Anditiscon-
stantly being renamed. Y ou do not haveto go to Africato
see a name change, say from Rhodesia to Zimbabwe; you
can just go afew miles away to North Tarrytown, which a
few years ago changed its name to Sleepy Hollow. Some
years the changes in the world are so drastic that the Na-
tional Geographic Society has to revise its map numerous
times. (For example in the first six months of 1992 the map
was revised no fewer than six times, there were so many
changesin the status of countries.)

Keeping all this geography in mind, we want you to
know that the College is seriously considering forming
alumni chapters in local cities around the country. You
could be among thefirst in your city or areato volunteer to
be the contact person for WCC alumsin your “neck of the
woods.” To learn more about this program, please contact
Barbara Christesen at (914) 785-6559. We need you more
than ever!

So, quick: how do you pronounce the capital of Ken-
tucky: “Loo—EE-ville” or*“Loo-1SS-ville’? Inthiscasethe
“s’ in Louisvilleis silent, but what isimportant to know is
that the capital of Kentucky is Frankfort!

Write us, let us know how you are doing, and what is
happening in your area.

February 18, 2004

Joseph N. Hankin, President

their condolences. They al remarked about how hard Sophie
worked, what a great sense of hu-
mor she had, and how she was al-
ways ready to help with a project.
Stories about her quick wit were
recalled by person after person.

| think that waswhat | enjoyed
most about Sophie--her very quick
wit and sense of humor mixed with
just a dash of cynicism. | really
loved that little cynicism part. | think
that combination is just magical
and makes life so much more en-
joyableand just plain fun.

My mother and our entire family were very blessed to
have Sophie in our lives. We will al continue to smile and
laugh when we think and speak of Sophie over theyearsto
come. Sophiewasareally great kiddo.

Sophie Konechny, 75

The 2003-2004 Annual Fund Needs Alumni Support

Dear fellow aumni,

I am writing to ask your support for an institution that
hasgreatly influenced all of our lives. Westchester Commu-
nity College not only provided us with an excellent educa-
! tion, it also gave many of us oppor-
H

tunities that we would not have
found anywhere else. Now, as suc-
cessful alumni, we havethe opportu-
nity to give something back to the
place that gave so much to us.
Throughthe WCC Foundation’ sAn-
| nual Fund wecan help future genera-
tions of students follow in our foot-
steps; we can even help many of
. them changethe courseof their lives.
Sinceleaving WCC, | have stud-
ied at many other institutions. No-
where was the teaching more skilled
or more enthusiastic than at WCC. My teachers encour-
aged me, inspired me, and helped me to set goals higher
than | would havethought possible. At WCC | learned the
difference an outstanding teacher can make in a person’s
life; it wasthere | decided to devote my life to education.

Dr. Brian Monahan
Class of 1968

Over the years, | have been privileged to meet some of
the studentswho havereceived schol arshipsfromthe Foun-
dation. Each has been an inspiration—proof that WCC
makes a difference and providesitsincredibly diverse stu-
dent body with opportunities that simply do not exist else-
where. 1"'m happy and proud to contribute in order to help
someone el se succeed at the Collegethat helped me. | know
that my contribution is an investment in the future of our
community and its people.

My lifeisfar richer because of the education | received
at WCC. Thatiswhy | givetothe Annual Fund eachyear—
to ensure that the College will always have resources to
help students meet the new demands that our changing
world will place upon them.

The excellence of a college can be measured to alarge
extent by the support it receivesfromitsalumni. Pleasejoin
me in supporting WCC, a college that makes a difference
and a place where your gift will also make adifference.

Sincerely,

BRIAN D. MONAHAN, PH.D.

Asst. Superintendent, Haver straw-Stony Point C.S.D.
Mayor, Village of Dobbs Ferry
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Fifties

JOAN PEZZUTI GIUFFRE, '58and her husband, Ed are
both retired from the West Islip School District. They have
three grown sons and three beautiful grandchildren. And,
says Joan, “ Retirement is wonderful!”

Sixties

WALTER F. VAN METTER, '65 retired from New Y ork
Telephone Company in 1985 and moved from Westchester
to Pennsylvania. His wife, Marguerite, is a retired regis-
tered nurse. They havesix children and five grandchildren.

GEORGE M. THOM, JR., 66 credits WCC “for getting
me back on track academically”. George went on to gradu-
ate from the University of Bridgeport in 1968 with a Bach-
elorsdegree, and then went onto ColumbiaUniversity Teach-
ers College. Heleft Columbiato pursue asuccessful career
inthe men’ swholesale apparel trade. Heisnow retired and
liveswith hiswifein Pound Ridge, NY.

EDWARD J.PULIK, 67, choseacareer in Gerontol ogy
after graduating from WCC. He received a B.Ed. degree
from the University of Miami and an M.S. degree with a
specialty in Aging from the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. His career started when he was looking for
summer work while teaching in the Dade County area of
Miami and heresponded to an ad to become a Senior Center
Director. From there he completed his Masters work and
moved to Tennessee to become the Director of the Mem-
phis Project on Aging. Thisled to his joining the staff of
AARP asamember of theNew Y ork regional staff, wherehe
eventually becamethe Director. After 18 yearsin New Y ork,
he moved to Washington, DC to join the Headquarters staff
and is currently liaison to the Southeast Region. He has
been with AARP for 29 years. Ed, hiswife Kathy and two
children ages 4 years and newborn, live in suburban Mary-
land, where he and his wife designed and built their Victo-
rian dream house. Ed is a volunteer tutor at the local el-
ementary school. “Graduating from WCC was thefirst, im-
portant step in attaining degrees in higher education and
the stepping stone to awonderful and rewarding career in
aging”, he writes.

Seventies

FREDERICK R. THORNE, '70 met his wife SYLVIA
ZARECKI ,’70whilethey wereboth attending WCC. Fred
was a member of the Veterans Club here on campus. He
went on to Pace University and earned a bachelors degree
in business administration while Sylviastudied to becomea
nurse. The couple moved to Sunset Beach, North Carolina
in1999. Fredispresently workinginreal estateand Sylviais
anR.N. at alocal hospital. They havetwo children, Heather
and Kevin.

MICHAEL WALDMAN, '70is Senior Project Manager
with Gilbane Building Company in Dallas, Texas. Michael
majored in building construction at WCC and earned his
B.S. in Construction at Bradley University. He spent more
than 26 years with Turner Construction, working in a num-
ber of cities before going to Dallas. Michael has been in-
volved with numerous construction projectsincluding cor-
porate headquarters, maximum security prisons, schools,
hotels, and retirement homes. He even managed the reno-
vation of theold NHL Hartford Whalerslocker room. Michael
wroteto us, “| can say without any doubt or hesitation that
WCC set the solid foundation for my education and for
whatever success | have enjoyed”.

JUDITH JUBACK, '73is the head of her own manage-
ment training company and runs numerous workshops and
seminars for people in business. Sheis presently working
with WCC’ s Professional Development Center. On April 21
Judith will lead aworkshop on “ Selling to the Federal Gov-
ernment” for small businessowners. (Seedetailsunder “Up-
coming Events’ on page 4.)

NILSF. STRANDSKQV, '73istheowner of S& D As-
sociates, aMain Street Insurance Agency in Towaco, New
Jersey. Nilsisinvolved in sales and service of all forms of
insurance.

GARY SCHONMAN, '74 is an attorney with the Fed-
eral Communications Commissionin Washington, DC. While
at WCC between 1972 and 1974, Gary helped turn radio sta-
tion WARY from atiny carrier-current facility into an operat-
ing FM broadcast station. He fell in love with the station
and becameitsfirst News Director. After earningaB.A. in
Communicationsfrom SUNY Buffalo in 1975, he went on to
work asajournalist at variousradio stationsand ABC News.
He subsequently returned to school to study law and re-
ceived his J.D. cumlaude from Pace in 1982. He has been
working for the FCC in various legal positions since 1984.
“WCC played avery big rolein where | amtoday,” he said.

JUDY PERRIN, 77 isthe Director of Fund Raising for
the American Lung Association. Shechanged careers after
12 yearsas co-owner of an antiques auction business. Judy
received her B.A. from Pace and is currently pursuing an
M.B.A. at Western Connecticut State Univ.

RICHARD CIRULLI, 75 received an A.A.S. degreein
Civil Engineering from WCC and has gone on to build an
impressive career as a business executive, architect, engi-
neer, teacher, college administrator, photographer and pub-
lished poet. Hisresumeincludes extensive senior manage-

ment experience managing Health Care Facilities; he is
now working as a Facilities Consultant to architects, en-
gineers, building owners, and health careinstitutions. In
a letter to Dr. Hankin he wrote, "1 can never forget that
fateful night in September 1973 when | entered my first
class at Westchester Community College seeking to bet-
ter my family's position in life. When | entered | was
merely abrick mason'sapprentice. Today | canlook back
at that day to see how far | have come. Certainly words
cannot expressmy sinceregratitude...In retrospect, | truly
owe an outstanding debt to the college.”

MELANIE SPARKS HARDIN, '75 is a retired U.S.
Army communications officer (SFC). Melanie joined the
Army in 1976 and earned her Parachutist wings and Air-
borne Rigger badge, with 26 jumps while serving as an

. — AirborneRigger. Sheserved
as arecruitment officer and
was later put in charge of a
communicationssitein Ger-
many. Melanie met her hus-
band, Ed, at an Army Com-
munications school and
they were married in 1986.
Melanie was | ater stationed
at Fort Campbell, Kentucky
where she was in charge of
Information Management,
all Post phone lines, a com-
munications site, and the
Military Amateur Radio Sta-
tion. After retiring in 1990
Melanie operated a successful pet sitting service for 5
years. Sheisnow happily dedicating her life to her hus-
band and to community projects.

DONN SHOCKLEY, '77isaloan Manager at Hous-
ton Federal Credit Union in Houston, Texas. Donn was
onthefootball teamat WCC. Heheaded for Texasshortly
after graduating, and earned hisbachel or'sdegreeinMan-
agement from Our Lady of the Lake University in San
Antonio.

Eighties

PHILIPC.RESTINO, 8lisacertified public accoun-
tant in Daytona Beach, Florida.

STEPHANIE SALUSTRI D'ONOFRIOQ, '82 is run-
ning her own business from her home in Connecticut
while her husband, CARMINE, '83 works for Oxford
Health Plans. The couple met at abasketball gameinthe
fall of 1980, when they were both studentsat WCC. They
have been married for 14 years and
have two children.

JIMMY ORTIZ , 84 is taking
weekend courses toward his Mas-
ters degree at the Central Michigan
University College of Extended
Learning. He expects to have his
Mastersinlnternational Administra-
tion by this summer and plans on
returningto WCCfor the Alumni Re-
union on October 16M.

ROB WEITZNER, '84 has had
afascinating career in the entertainment industry. After
earning a Bachelors degree in Economics from Stanford
University in 1987, he formed Monster Management, an
artist management firm which focused on devel oping the
careers of a number of major recording artists and
partnering with the leading music corporationsin thein-
dustry. Inaquest to continue his personal development,
Rob entered Harvard Business School in 1996 and earned
an M.B.A. After fiveyearsof serving in executive posi-
tionsat several recording companies, hefounded Incred-
ible Artists Group, a multi-platform artist development
company. AsManaging Partner for Development & Strat-
egy, Rob's role is to identify, acquire and promote the
creative products of artists in every sector of the enter-
tainment business. Rob recently joined the WCC Alumni
Council as a first step toward reestablishing an active
involvement with the college. "The finest, most impor-
tanttimel spentin academiawasclearly my timeat WCC",
hewrites. "1 know how great an institution WCC was, is,
can and will continue to be and | say this having both
Stanford and Harvard as my other points of reference”.

Nineties

MARIA BUA, '90received abachelorsdegreein K-6
Education from Pace and amastersin Reading from West-
ern Connecticut State University. Shetaught first grade
at Hillcrest Elementary in Peekskill, NY until 2000 and is
now tutoring through the Cornwall School District. Maria
has two children, Alyssa, 8 and Peter, 3 and lives in
Salisbury Mills, New Y ork.

JOSEPH CANICATTI, '92 has been co-owner of
Amore Pizza and Italian Restaurant in Scarsdale for the
past ten years. Last spring Joe and his partner, Bruno
DiFabio branched out by opening a second restaurant,
Pinocchio Pizza and Pasta, in New Canaan, Connecticut.
The local newspaper gave the new eatery a glowing re-
view. Joe, whowashbornin Sicily, cametotheU.S. at the

Melanie and Ed Hardin

Jimmy Ortiz

age of 10 and grew up in Yonkers. He
earned an associate’ sdegreeinbusiness 5gx
management at WCC and got his on-
the-job training at a restaurant in
Queens. Joedescribeshimself as*aself-
taught chef who started out in the
kitchen filling up soda cups.” Joe and
Bruno often visit local elementary
schools to show children how to make
pizza; they even provide the kids with
“How-to” kits. JoelivesinY onkerswith
hiswife, Gloria.

ANITA ROTH BAKER, '95is an attorney doing compli-
ance consulting in the securities business. She has had her
own company, Baker ANI Consulting Inc., since January 2002,
and is "really enjoying" what she does. Anitawrites, "My
interest in business and finance started at WCC, and | credit
Prof. Hugh McCabe for this interest. His encouragement
helped meall theway through my path to success. | wasalso
very pleased and impressed with the rest of the staff. Thank
you!" Anitaand her husband, Erich, livein Pennsylvaniawith
their son Andrew, born last July.

SABRINA LaFAVE, '9% is a part-time student at SUNY
Purchase and will soon have her B.S. degreein Environmental
Science. For the past fiveyears she hasworked asaresearch
assistant at the Institute of Ecosystem Studiesin Millbrook,
NY. She works on projects related to climate change and
human impacts on ecosystem function. Sabrinaisalsoalead
chemist for the Baltimore Ecosystem Study. Prior to her cur-
rent position, sheworked for threeyearsasaVolatile Organic
Analystfor Severn-Trent Environmental Laboratory. Shecred-
its her WCC education, mentorship by WCC professors, and
arequired summer internship for her great start! Her plansfor
the future include graduate school in one of two tracks: a
Ph.D. in Ecology, or a secondary education science teacher.

JANET KNIGHT, '97 enrolled at WCC in 1994 after a 33-
year hiatus from school. She graduated with a 4.0 GPA and
went on to earn aMaster's degree in Teaching from Fordham
University--also with a4.0. Janet, who was a member of Phi
Theta Kappa, presently teaches first grade in the Bronx.

JOSEPH M. SOLIMENE, '97 completed his J.D. degree
in May, 2003 and was married the following September. He
and hiswifelivein Rockville, Maryland where heis pursuing
an LL.M degree at American University in Washington, DC.

21st Century

LISA DENIG, '00isDirector of Communicationsfor State
Senator Vincent Leibell. Two yearsago shewasrecommended
to the Senator by WCC adjunct Professor Joseph Girvan for
an internship, and she has come very far in avery short time.
While a student here, Lisa served as news editor of The Vi-
king. An outstanding English student, she won the presti-
gious Beacon Award four consecutive times. After graduat-
ing from WCC, Lisawent on to Vassar College and earned a
degreein Political Scienceand amembershipin Phi BetaKappa.
"People are quiteimpressed when | tell them that | graduated
from Vassar but | am alwaysquick to add that | got my start at
WCC!" Lisawrites.

PAMELA HEMADEVI LEONARD, '00 graduated from
Columbia University in 2003 as a Gates Scholar.

PATRICIA GALFANO, '01graduated fromWCC and trans-
ferred as an older returning student to Smith College as a
member of the Ada Comstock Scholars Program. She gradu-
ated in December 2003 with a BA in American Studies and a
minor in International Relations. “It was afabul ous opportu-
nity”, writes Patricia. “l cannot say enough about the pro-
gram and the opportunities WCC and Smith offered me to
grow and learn. | am very thankful to finish my degree. Any
older woman may contact me about this experience and | will
gladly speak with them.”

SANI ALHASSAN, '02 came to the U.S. from Ghana in
1998, with no ideathat he could ever be
collegematerial. Hisperceptiononlife
changed when heenrolled at WCC. Sani
quickly improved his English language
skillsand decidedtomajorin Account-
ing. He was accepted into Phi Theta
Kappa and Alpha Beta Gamma Honor
Societies, madethe President'sList, and
graduated with no less than 5 scholar-
ships and awards. He is presently a
senior at Pace University and will earn
hisBBA in Public Accounting this June.
Sani has already accepted a job offer from the prestigious
accounting firm of Deloitte and Touche.

ANDY RAMNANAN, '02 is majoring in Computer Sci-
ence at City College. Andy received the Personal Develop-
ment Award in hislast semester at WCC. Theaward is help-
ing to finance his continuing education.

Sani Alhassan

Missed an Issue?

You can read past issues of the Alumnews

on our website

www.suhywcc.edu



50TH REUNION SET

FOR CLASs OF '54

All members of the WCC class of 1954 are invited to a
gala50th Reunion celebration on Thursday, May 20th at the
Vahallacampus. The high point of the day will bethe pres-
enceof the"Golden Anniversary" alumni at commencement
exercisesfor the class of 2004.

The festivities will begin with awine and cheese recep-
tion at 2 p.m. in Hartford Hall, followed by a pre-graduation
buffet in the Student Center. Then the '54 alumni will don
caps and gowns and lead the procession of six hundred
graduates to the commencement ceremony at 6 p.m.

If you graduatedin 1954, please call the Alumni Officeat
(914) 785-6559. While invitations have gone out, there are
somea umni we may have missed becausetheir year of gradu-
ation is not noted in our files. We would love to have you
take part in this truly memorable event.

Westchester Community College
Tenth Annual
Faculty/Staff/Student/Alumni

Bowl-A-Thon!

Saturday, April 3, 2004
Homefield Bowl, Yonkers

12 PM - 4 PM

Sign up to bowl with the ALUMNI ALL*STAR
team and help us raise money for scholarships
at WCC! Free bowling, free shoe rental, free
lunch. Minimum pledge total of $25. Call the
Alumni Office, (914) 785-6559.

THE
NATIVE
PLANT
CENTER

AT WESTCHESTER
CoMMUNITY COLLEGE

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 20: 2004 WiLDFLOWER SyMPOSIUM
Native Plants Are for the Birds
Tess Present, Nat'l Audubon Society
Ted Gilman, Greenwich Audubon Center

March 27: The Wildflowers of Westchester
Speaker: Beth Herr

May 1: WiLbrLower & NATIVE PLANT SALE
Admission Free--Open to the Public
10am.-1 p.m. Vahala campus

June 5; Streamside & Wetland Restoration
Speakers. Diane Miller, Rob Doscher

July 17: Medicinal Uses for Native Plants
Outside Lecture by Clare Pierson

July 18: GarpeN ConseRvANCY OpPeN Davs
Admission Free-Open to the Public
12-4 p.m. at WCC -- Parking Lot #1

September 17-21: NPC TripTO THE
GReaT NaTIVE PrAIRIES OF THE M IDWEST

Reservations required for above events, unless
otherwise stated. Call (914)785-7870.

-

CHINESE CuLTUrRAL EVENING PLANNED FOR W CC ALUMNI

If you enjoy Chinesefood, music and dance, the Alumni
Council has avery special evening planned for you. On
Saturday evening, April 24th, the world-famous Lily Cai
Chinese Dance Company will present "Dynasties and Be-
yond" in the Academic Arts Building Theatreat 8 p.m. A
block of seats has been reserved for WCC alumni and din-
ner has been arranged at an excellent local Chineserestau-
rant, all for $35 per person.

The Lily Cai group offers traditional and contempo-
rary, from court dances of Chinese dynasties to the tradi-
tional ribbon dance and stunning candlelit choreography.
Their performance blendstimel esselementswith amodern
flair. Thistour issponsored by the National Endowment
for the Artsand the Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation.

Alumni will meet for dinner at 5:30 p.m. at the Imperial
Wok restaurant on North Broadway in White Plains. We
will then travel the short distance to WCC and be in our
seats by 7:30 for the spectacul ar performance.

Seating is limited, so please call early to make a reser-
vation. Y oucan call the Alumni Officeat (914) 785-6559, or
Rob De Roy, Alumni Council president, at (516) 297-4808.
Checks should be made out to the WCC Foundation.

il
The traditional ribbon dance performed by the
Lily Cai Chinese Dance Company

NAT QUINTERO RECEIVES HisPANIC HERITAGEAWARD

Nathaniel Quintero of Y onkersrecently becamethefirst
recipient of The Phoenix Award, presented by the New
Y ork State Hispanic Heritage Month Committee. Quintero
is one of the many successful graduates of the Educa-
tional Opportunity Center of Westchester (EOC), a non-
traditional adult educational facility locatedin’Y onkersand
administered by Westchester
Community College.

Thename* Phoenix” wasgiven
to the new award to symbolize a
rebirth and/or a person of unsur-
passed excellence. It was estab-
lished to recognize Hispanic indi-
viduals who have persevered and
succeeded against great odds,
particularly adults who have de-
cided to go back and complete
their education, start a successful
career, and give back to their com-
munity. EOC director Renee Guy
felt that Nat Quintero was a per-
fect choice for the award.

Quintero, a computer techni-
cian for the City of Yonkers and a member of the Y onkers
Board of Education, dropped out of high school to sup-
port himself and contribute to the family. But jobs were
scarce and he found himself in difficult straits. A friend
told him about the EOC, and he decided to giveit atry.

“I enrolled at EOC at avery low pointin my lifewhen |
didn’'t have ajob but did have a family to support,” said
Quintero. “Almost immediately | knew | had come to the
right place, because | started feeling very good about my-
self and my abilities. Instead of thinking that | couldn’t do
anything, now | felt that there was nothing that | couldn’t
do. EOC helped usto believe in ourselves.”

Quintero graduated from the Westchester EOC with a
certificate in office skillsand a SUNY Chancellor’s Award
for academic excellence. He earned ahigh school equiva-
lency diploma and was urged by EOC faculty to enroll at
WCC, where he earned a 3.75 GPA and adegreein Com-
puter Information Systemsin 1994.

Quintero had also fulfilled the second criteria of the
Phoenix Award: giving back to hiscommunity. Foryears,
Nat Quintero has been founding, organizing and leading
programsfor Y onkersyouth. In 1987 heinitiated the sports
program at St. Peter’s Church and later expanded it to be-
comethe Southwest Y onkers Boysand Girls Club, of which
he is now executive director. He is co-director of Grupo
Latino/Latinas, a dance group composed of high school
studentswhich has performed nationally, including an ap-
pearance at the Gator Bowl. He served on the Yonkers
Police Juvenile Policy Board and the Westchester County
Gang Prevention Board.

In October 2002, Quintero was appointed by Y onkers
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Nat Quintero at the award ceremony with
hiswife, Rosa, left, and Renee Guy, director
of the Yonkers EOC

Mayor John Spencer to serve afive-year termonthecity’s
Board of Education.

“1 feel extremely honored to have received the appoint-
ment from Mayor Spencer,” said Quintero, “and | am com-
mitted to do all | can for the students because | know from
my own life how important educationis. After fulfilling this
five-year commitment, | may con-
sider government service so that |
can continue to give back to the
community.”

The Phoenix Award was pre-
sented to Quintero at the Hispanic
Heritage Celebration in Albany |ast
September. Present were his wife,
Rosa Bannister Quintero (also an
EOC graduate) and their four chil-
dren, who heard their father praised
as “a shining example of what this
award represents.” Also on hand
were representatives of the
Westchester EOC. It was a very
proud moment for all.

The Educational Opportunity
Center of Westchester islocated at 26 South Broadway in
Y onkers. For information on programsand course offerings,
contact Renee Guy, Director, at 966-6812, or e-mail
Renee.Guy @sunywcc.edu.
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SELLING TO THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
A 4-Hour Workshop
Instructor: Judith Juback, classof '73

Wednesday, April 21
8:30 am-12:30 pm

Administration Building Room 207
Registration fee: $40

Just about every product and service you can
think of ispur chased by the Federal Gover nment. If
you have been in businessfor 3 yearsor moreand
have 20 or more clients, your business might be-
comecertified tobid on government contracts. Learn
how to obtain a GSA Scheduleand becomepre-quali-
fied asavendor to the Federal Government.

For moreinformation, call the WCC
Professional Development Center
785-6669
Toregister by phoneusing a credit card, call

(914) 785-6598

Save the Date!
Saturday, October 16

Atuwni Day 2004

[tems are needed for our famous Silent Auction.
If you'd like to donate something that we can sell,
please call Mary Merola at (914) 738-1541. All the money
raised will go to the Alumni Scholarship Endowment.




