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ONLINE COMMUNITY FOR

ALUMNI CoMING SoON

By the time spring 2008 rolls around, Westchester
Community College alumni will have their own interac-
tive website, or "online member community", where they
can stay connected with the college and with one another.
The website, hosted by yourmembership.com, will enable
alums to locate their old friends, chat with one another, post
information and news about themselves, exchange photos,
and even order tickets to college events. The service will be
free and will be available to any alum who has a computer
with an internet connection.

All of the 24,000-plus names in our alumni data base
will be stored on the website. An individual's contact in-
formation will NOT be available to anyone else unless that
individual registers with the site. At that point the person
can post as much or as little personal information as desired,
and even create his or her own web page.

The list of exciting member benefits is too long to enu-
merate, but here are a few highlights: Alumni will be able
to maintain an online resume, network with other alums
in their field, participate in online discussions and blogs,
display their personal photo album, view upcoming events
and register for them online, view the list of event attendees,
download documents, post job openings and availabilities,
search the member resume database, join special interest
groups, register for group events, send alert emails to entire
group, etc., etc., etc. Thiswill be a secure website so alumni
will be able to purchase tickets online and make donations
to the college using a credit card.

The online community has been eagerly awaited by
many alumni who want to stay in touch with the friends
they made at WCC. The Alumni Office receives dozens of
requests each year from graduates trying to locate someone
they knew at the college. Soon, they will be able to search
the data base on their own.

Please be sure that we have your current e-mail address
so we can notify you when the new website is up and run-
ning. You can do this by simply sending an e-mail to the
Alumni Office at WCC.alumni@sunywcc.edu.

NOTE: Westchester Community College’s website can
now be reached by simply typing in “sunywcc.edu”. There
is no need to type in the “www” before the web address.
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GROUNDBREAKING HELD FOrR GATEWAY CENTER

On October 31st,
Westchester Community
College took a giant step
closer to making history
when it broke ground for
the landmark Gateway
Center. In addition to
providing badly-needed
classroom and meeting
space on campus, the
70,000 square foot, glass
and stone building will
also provide the resources
needed by foreign-born
students to become as-
similated into Ameri-
can life and culture and
to become productive
members of its work-
force. This "gateway"
to American citizenship
is believed to be the first
building of its kind to exist at an American college.

The long-anticipated groundbreaking ceremony was
attended by County Executive Andrew Spano, state and
county legislators, college and Foundation officials and the
architects. It was held on the site where the state-of-the-art
building will soon become a reality, serving as a welcoming

The future site of the Gateway Center seen from the
East Grasslands entrance to the college

WITH TEARS AND TRIBUTES, THE COLLEGE

FamiLy Bips FAREWELL To DR. JuLius ForD

After 31 years as Dean of Student Personnel Services,
Dr. Julius Ford retired on August 31st. The bittersweet
event brought tributes from every corner of the campus
to a man who had been a true friend to every Westchester
Community College student in the past three decades.

Hundreds of people--faculty, staff, family, friends,
students and alumni--attended Dr. Ford's official retire-
ment party, a gala dinner held at Lakeland Country Club
in New Rochelle on September 27. But throughout the
spring and summer virtu-
ally every organization
on campus paid tribute to
Dr. Ford in its own way.
The college staff honored
him at Staff Development
Day in March. The stu-
dents gave him a special
tribute at the Recognition
Dinner in May. Student
clubs, including the Black
Students' Union, presented
him with gifts, awards,
and tokens of apprecia-
tion. The alumni presented him with a Distinguished Ser-
vice Certificate at the 60th annual alumni reunion in May.
And on November 17th he was inducted into the WCC
Sports Hall of Fame in recognition of the support he gave
to hundreds of the college's athletes throughout the years.

It is impossible to count the number of students whose
lives were touched, and forever changed, by Dr. Julius Ford
during his 31 years in the Dean of Students' Office. We
wish him many happy and productive years of retirement;
we know that he will never be forgotten.

Allison Pinsley, '85, was among
the alumni who attended the
gala retirement dinner.

Dr. Ford with his
predecessor, retired Dean
Angelo Delgrosso

Accepting Distinguished
Service Certificate at the
Alumni Reunion last May

Dear Westchester Community College Family,

It was an incredible send-off, the evening of Sep-
tember 27, 2007. | just want to thank you again for such
a magnificent tribute on behalf of my retirement.

Emily and I, and my family, are still talking about
this wonderful occasion that we’ll always remember.
Looking back over those 30+ years of service at the
college, I have to say it was a great run with so many
happy experiences. | will truly miss all of the great
relationships | made there.

My best wishes for your continuing successful
school year and my profound gratitude to all who
shared my retirement dinner.

Affectionately,
Julius Ford

Nine Happy People! L.tor.: Shirley Phillips, Executive Director WCC
Foundation; architects Tim Hartung and Susan Rodriguez;
County Executive Spano; Dr. Joseph Hankin, President WCC;
Timothy Carey, chair of the Board of Trustees;

Bill Ryan, chair of the County Legislature; Foundation Board President
Betsy Stern; Campaign co-chair David Swope

"gateway" to the campus
for students and visitors
alike.

The Gateway Center
is being built with funds
from the County, the
State, and private donors.
The state has dedicated
$17 million, Westchester
County has promised $14
million, and private do-
nors, $9.5 million.

In the spring of 2004
the Westchester Commu-
nity College Foundation
launched a campaign to
raise private donations
of $9.5 million for con-
struction costs plus an
additional $5 million for
new programs and schol-
arships. As of August
2007 The Foundation has raised $9.4 of the $9.5 million
for capital; $2.4 of the $3 million for scholarships; and
$967,060 of the $2 million for programs, for a total of $12.8
million. This leaves $1,605,061 still to be raised.

The Skirball Foundation completed its $250,000 match
for the funds raised by the WCC Foundation for scholar-
ships, thus establishing a $500,000 Endowed Skirball
Scholarship Fund for the Gateway Center.

The building will become the first certified “green”
building in Westchester County, relying on recycled materi-
als and natural lighting. The design by Polshek Partnership
includes a 3-story glass lobby, stone walls and an illuminated
tower to symbolize the college's welcome to all those who
seek an education, regardless of their country of birth.

Architect's model of the Gateway Center

SPoRrTs HALL oF FAME INDUCTS

SeconD CLAss

The second annual Westchester Community College
Sports Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony and Dinner was
held on Saturday, November 17, 2007 at Julianos Restaurant
in New Rochelle.

Established last year, the Hall of Fame honors outstand-
ing individuals that have achieved greatness in their posi-
tions here at the college and/or alumni who have gone on
to achieve national prominence in their respective sport.

This year's honorees are Steven Acunto, Angela Alvisi,
Dr. Julius Ford, Mickey Whelan, and Thomas Foley.

Steve Acunto is the head coach of boxing at WCC where
he developed and teaches the only boxing class for college
creditin existence. Aformer professional boxer, he is consid-
ered one of the foremost boxing instructors in the world. In
1988 he was inducted into the World Boxing Hall of Fame.

Angela Alvisi is a retired Associate Professor of Physi-
cal Education and former Coordinator of Women's Athletics
at WCC. She coached the Women's Tennis Team to the
NYS AIAW Championship in 1974-75.

Dr. Julius Ford, retired Dean of Student Affairs, was
honored for his strong support of WCC's student athletes.

Mickey Whelan, class of 1971, is a Soccer All-Amer-
ican. He is a former player and manager of Dublin and is
the current manager of St. Vincent's senior football team.

Tom Foley, class of '89 and former captain of the WCC
football team, was inducted posthumously. (See "Remem-
bering Those We Lost" on page 2.)

The prestigious Sports Hall of Fame event was planned
and coordinated by Larry Massaroni, Director of Athletics.






