
Chasing Cheever
SATURDAY, MARCH 14TH, 5:00 PM

HOSTS: MARY LYNN & FRED PUTNEY
GUEST: BLAKE BAILEY

John Cheever is one of America’s best-
known short story writers and novelists. 
A little more than a quarter century after 
his death, acclaimed author Blake Bailey’s 
groundbreaking biography, Cheever, a life, 
reveals the troubled, but strangely lovable 
man behind the many disguises. While 
conducting his research, Bailey was given 
unprecedented access to Cheever’s massive 
journal, only a fraction of which has been 
published. In what will be a remarkable 
opportunity to immerse yourself in Cheever’s 
life, Bailey will be joined at this special event 
by Cheever’s widow and two of his children at 
the historic Beechwood estate in Scarborough 
where the Cheever family lived in the 
caretaker’s cottage. Experience Cheever up 
close in this magnificent home which served 
as a model for the mansion in one of his most 
famous stories.

Loot
SUNDAY, MARCH 22ND, 5:00 PM 
HOSTS: LAURA & ED MIDGLEY

GUEST: SHARON WAXMAN 

Why are the Elgin Marbles in London and 
not on the Acropolis? Why do there seem to 
be as many mummies in France as there are 
in Egypt? And why are so many Etruscan 
masterworks in America? These are some 
of the questions Sharon Waxman asks – and 
answers – in her recent work Loot: The Battle 
over the Stolen Treasure of the Ancient World. 
Waxman, former culture correspondent for 
the New York Times, examines the story of 
how stolen antiquities ended up in some of the 
world’s great museums, including the Met, the 
Louvre, the British Museum and others. Enjoy 
cocktails and hors d’oeuvres as we explore the 
conflict over who really owns the great works 
of ancient art, all while enjoying the art work 
of your hosts in their original carriage house 
located in Matthiessen Park, Irvington. 

Minority Report
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1ST, 6:00 PM

HOSTS: DENISE & CAMILLO SANTOMERO
GUEST: WILLIAM KRISTOL 

Barack Obama’s election in 2008 marked  
the start of a new era in American politics. 
But did it mark the end of the conservative 
era? Some political analysts say yes, 
others say no. Almost all agree that the 
conservative movement, now in the minority, 
needs to regroup. William Kristol, founder 
and editor of The Weekly Standard and one 
of the country’s leading conservative voices, 
will tell us his thoughts on the American 
political landscape and how conservatives 
can ensure a vibrant future. Kristol appears 
regularly on Fox News, is a former columnist 
for the New York Times, and has published 
widely in areas ranging from foreign policy 
to constitutional law. Your hosts’ Bedford 
country estate is the perfect backdrop for 
cocktails and hors d’oeuvres as we explore 
the future of American politics through the 
eyes of a leading conservative.

Dynamic Duo?
THURSDAY, APRIL 2ND, 6:00 PM 

HOSTS: VIRGINIA & SCOTT WEISMAN
GUEST: ORVILLE SCHELL 

US-China relations touch almost every 
aspect of our lives from the food we eat to 
climate change. Orville Schell, one of the 
world’s foremost experts on China, will 
help us understand the complex U.S.-China 
relationship, and share his thoughts on how 
Washington and Beijing can work together 
while protecting their national interests. 
He’ll also tell us where to expect friction. 
Schell, Director of the Center on U.S.-China 
Relations at the Asia Society, is the author 
of nine books about China and a frequent 
contributor to The New Yorker, The Atlantic, 
the New York Times Magazine etc. Learn 
what he has to say about the world’s most 
important bilateral relationship at your 
hosts’ White Plains colonial home.

Family Business
THURSDAY, APRIL 30TH, 6:00 PM
HOSTS: SUSAN & JEFFREY STERN

GUEST: KERRY KENNEDY

The Kennedy name is synonymous with 
public service. Kerry Kennedy’s commitment 
to the basic values of human rights 
underscores why. Kennedy, daughter of 
Robert and Ethel Kennedy, is founder of the 
RFK Memorial Center for Human Rights, 
a global activist, and an author whose 
books have been published in numerous 
languages. Her latest book, Speak Truth 
to Power: Human Rights Defenders Who 
Are Changing Our World, has already 
created a global initiative to advance the 
fight for human rights, inspired a play and 
a documentary film, and led to federal 
legislation. Be ready to stand up and fight 
for human rights at your hosts’ beautiful 
Neo-Classical Scarsdale home.

Kitchen Confidential
SUNDAY, MAY 3RD, 6:00 PM 

HOSTS: ABIGAIL & ROBERT KIRSCH 
GUEST: ABIGAIL KIRSCH 

Back by popular demand! “Everyone should 
be lucky enough to have an event - or go 
to one - run by Abigail Kirsch,” states the 
Zagat survey. If you want to be one of the 
lucky ones, sign up now. Abigail and Robert 
Kirsch invite you for a sumptuous private 
dinner in their beautiful Pound Ridge 
home where you will have an insider’s look 
at the famed Kirsch kitchen and taste a 
memorable menu paired with premium 
wines, all while being seasoned with 
behind-the-scenes tales of catering near 
mishaps. Indulge yourself and your senses 
in this gastronomical tour de force.

Seating is limited.

The Essence of Power
SATURDAY, MAY 9TH, 6:00 PM

HOST: DAVID SWOPE
GUEST: LESLIE H. GELB 

Where does power come from and how should 
it be used? The answer has tripped up many 
world leaders, including, Leslie Gelb would 
argue, George W. Bush, who was not shy about 
flexing the country’s military muscle. At the 
beginning of the Obama Administration, Gelb, 
President Emeritus of the Council on Foreign 
Relations and one of the world’s foremost 
foreign policy experts, helps us understand 
the complex concept of what it means to be 
a global power at this critical juncture in 
world history. A Pulitzer-Prize-winning former 
correspondent for the New York Times and 
senior government official, Gelb recently 
released his latest book, Power Rules: How 
Common Sense Can Rescue American Foreign 
Policy. Join us at your host’s gorgeous estate 
overlooking the Hudson River to learn about 
power and how the United States should 
exercise it in the years ahead. 

Russian Roulette
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27TH, 6:00 PM

HOST: KATHRYN DAVIS
GUEST: MARSHALL I. GOLDMAN 

Russia is once again at the center of world 
politics. And perhaps no issue has been more 
important to its resurgence than the price 
of oil and natural gas. As one of the world’s 
leading producers, Russia’s economy, power 
and stature soared in recent years as the price 
of oil and natural gas increased dramatically. 
But did it stake too much on them? Moscow is 
now grappling with the flip side of its windfall 
as prices plummeted last year. What’s in store 
for the future? Marshall Goldman, author 
of the recently released book Petrostate: 
Putin, Power, and the New Russia will tell 
us. An internationally recognized authority 
on Russian economics, energy, politics and 
environmental policy, Goldman has advised 
past U.S. presidents on Russia. He will trace 
its reemergence as a global power through  
its energy wealth in your host’s stunning  
Tarrytown home overlooking the Hudson.    

Mmm Mmm!
THURSDAY, JUNE 4TH, 6:00 PM

HOSTS: VICTORIA AND STEPHEN MORRIS
GUEST: MARK BITTMAN

Mark Bittman, one of the country’s best-
known and widely admired food writers, 
has taught us How to Cook Everything, How 
to Cook Everything Vegetarian, and has led 
us on a delicious 13-week televised food 
travelogue with Mario Batali in Spain… 
On the road Again. When he’s not doing 
all this, he inspires cooks worldwide with 
his weekly column “The Minimalist” in the 
New York Times. In his new book, Food 
Matters: A Guide to Conscious Eating, 
Bittman provides readers with a plan 
for responsible eating that is as good for 
the planet as it is for your palate, weight 
and health. Learn from Bittman with 
cocktails and hors d’oeuvres at your hosts’ 
contemporary Tuscan farm in Katonah. 

Celebrity Salons




