


Individualized  
Counseling
I am nervous about going to college.  
Are there counselors available to help me?
It is not unusual for adults to be nervous about college. From 
your first phone call or visit to Westchester Community 
College, the staff and counselors in the Admissions Office 
are here to help make your transition to college a smooth 
one. Our dedicated admission counselors will listen to your 
particular concerns and questions and will offer advice on 
how best to reach your goals. You will also learn about the 
college and its programs and services for adults. Counselors 
are available by phone, email, or by individual appointment. 
We are here to help you make the academic decisions that 
are right for you. 

How do I enroll?
The application process is a simple one. You will need to 
complete an application form to the college and provide 
your past academic records. Once we receive the application, 
you will receive direction on what else you need to do. We 
are here to answer questions and guide you through the 
admissions process. 

Will my credits from years ago transfer  
to Westchester Community College? 
The Admissions Office will individually review your 
previous college work to see if your credits will transfer. 
Your transfer credits will depend on the requirements 
of your new major, what grades you received, and the 
number of credits you earned at your previous college(s). 
Even if you took classes years ago, you may still be able 
to earn credit for these courses. Courses taken outside 
the United States are also considered for transfer credit.

Academic Support
I have been out of school for a while.  
Can I handle college courses?
The faculty and staff at Westchester Community 
College know that adults often experience anxiety when 
they return to school and realize that you may need 
some time to adjust to college. We also know that adults 
are often our strongest students! You work hard, are 
making sacrifices to attend and are very motivated. At 
the college, you will take a placement test to help you 
and your counselor pick the right level of courses. If 
you need some review, refresher courses are offered in 
English, reading and math, and services are available if 
you need extra help. Caring faculty members are always 
there for you.

Does Westchester Community College offer 
tutoring services to help me with my classes?
The professional staff of our Academic Support Center 
(ASC) offers you free tutoring and support in reading, 
ESL and math. An extensive series of academic workshops 
in test-taking, note-taking and study skills is offered 
each semester to help you sharpen your academic skills. 
In addition to the ASC, tutoring centers for many other 
subjects such as science and writing are also available to 
you. Our professors can refer you to the support services 
best suited to your needs.

“The Academic Support Center 
helped me review my basic skills and 

regain confidence in my abilities.”

Our professors can refer you to the services best suited to your needs.  
Caring faculty members are always there for you.

Farhad Ameen, Professor of Economics



Affordable
Will I be able to afford college?
Westchester Community College is one of 30 community 
colleges within the State University of New York created 
specifically to provide higher education at an affordable 
cost. Tax dollars help offset the higher costs charged by 
other colleges, which gives you a quality education that is 
truly affordable. Westchester Community College offers 
the lowest tuition in Westchester County. 

Does Westchester Community College provide 
financial aid? 
Westchester Community College participates in both 
federal and state financial aid programs, as well as loan 
programs. Most financial aid is based on your documented 
income, and you are required to complete the appropriate 
forms. Our financial aid counselors will take you through 
the application process step by step.

Are scholarships available?
The Westchester Community College Foundation now 
provides more than $1 million in scholarships to our 
students annually. In addition to monies given to incoming 
and graduating students, many scholarships are offered to 
continuing students who have demonstrated success while 
attending Westchester Community College. Even if you 
were not a strong student when you were in high school, 
you may be recognized for what you have accomplished 
as an adult student. Scholarships are also offered to some 
students who are experiencing personal hardship while 
attending Westchester Community College. 

Close to Home
Where is the main campus? 
Westchester Community College’s main campus is located 
in Valhalla, New York on the former Hartford estate. It 
is easily accessible by car and public transportation. The 
beautiful 218-acre campus includes classroom buildings, 
a Student Center, theater, Library Resource Center and 
many other facilities.

Are classes offered at other locations?
Yes. Westchester Community College has extension centers 
located throughout the area to help you attend classes closer 
to home and work. You may take classes at the main campus 
or extension centers, or both. This allows you to fit college 
into your already busy schedule. 

Where are the extension centers?
There is an extension center close to you! 
To learn more, call:

Mount Vernon Extension Center at 914-606-7200 
Ossining Extension Center at 914-606-7400 
Peekskill Center for the Digital Arts at 914-606-7300 
Yonkers Cross County Extension Center at 914-606-7100 
White Plains Center for the Arts at 914-606-7500

Also, evening classes are available at the following middle/
high schools: Mahopac High School, Lakeland High 
School in Shrub Oak, Blessed Sacrament High School 
in New Rochelle, Roosevelt High School in Yonkers and 
the Port Chester Middle School. Call the school-based 
extension location office at 914-606-6839.

“As a professional in my 50s, the focus is not advancement (for me) but staying 
current with current technology trends as opposed to reliance on old ways.”

Peter Krautle, Computer Networking 



“What impressed me most about 
Westchester Community College  
was the abundance of student  
services that were available to me.”

“Flexibility is really important to me. I need a schedule that works around  
my family and work responsibilities. Westchester Community College  
offers me this flexibility.”

Maria Alvarez and Jeremiah

Flexible
When does Westchester Community College 
offer classes?
We know that you are busy, so you may choose to take 
classes during the day, evenings or weekends. Westchester 
Community College offers fall, winter, spring and summer 
classes.

Can I attend part-time?
You can choose to attend part-time or full-time to allow for 
work, personal and family responsibilities. A counselor will 
help you decide how many classes to take each semester as 
you work toward your degree or certificate.

Does Westchester Community College offer 
courses and full academic programs online?
Yes! The college has a large distance learning program 
which includes online and video classes. You will be able 
to do your coursework at times that really work for you. 
Online classes can be combined with campus-based 
classes to help you fit college into your busy schedule.

Supportive Counseling 
and Student Services
Is there someone who will help me select  
the right courses?
You are encouraged to meet with an academic advisor 
who will help plan your course schedule each semester. 
Counselors are available to assist you with your adjustment 
to college, direct you to appropriate academic services, and 
help you in any way they can.

Is there special counseling for returning 
women?
The Women’s Forum is a counseling service available to 
female adult students attending Westchester Community 
College. A special orientation for new students, academic 
and personal development workshops designed for women, 
and academic and personal counseling and referral services 
are available.

Do you have child care?
A licensed day-care center, the Virginia Marx Children’s 
Center is located on the main campus in Valhalla and enrolls 
children from 6 weeks to 5 years, 9 months old. If you have 
children and want to attend college, the Center may be 
able to assist you. There is a fee for children attending the 
Virginia Marx Children’s Center.

Are there any social groups for adults to meet 
fellow students? 
While adults participate in more than 70 organizations 
on campus, the Student Forum is a social organization 
specifically for adult students. You can meet and share with 
other adult students and go on Forum-sponsored trips. 
One of the most important things you can do while you are 
in college is to meet and learn from your fellow students!



“I researched a number of area schools and found Westchester Community 
College to be the most accepting of adult students. It’s very comfortable being 
back in the classroom. I have a real sense that I belong here.”

Danielle Demopoulos, Liberal Arts/Social Science

Career-Oriented and 
Transferable Courses
What types of degrees does Westchester 
Community College offer?
There are two types of degree programs at Westchester 
Community College. The associate degree in Arts/Sciences 
provides a strong foundation for students who plan to transfer 
to a four-year college.  Career preparation is the main goal of 
the associates degree in Applied Science, but it also may be 
used to transfer to a four-year college. Certificate programs 
are also available in a number of career areas and are designed 
for career preparation. Your counselor will help you choose 
the right program to meet your needs.

What if I am still uncertain of my  
career choice?
Many adults are not certain of their career goals when 
they first return to college. Once enrolled at Westchester 
Community College, our career center will provide you 
with the opportunity to look at your interests, values and 
skills, as well as possible career choices. Also, professionals 
are available to help you with resumé writing, interview 
skills and your job search.

Will my credits from Westchester Community 
College transfer to another college?
Credits from Westchester Community College readily 
transfer to other colleges. Counselors will work with you 
to help you select the appropriate courses. Students may 
also contact four-year colleges to see what is required for 
a smooth transfer from Westchester Community College. 
You are encouraged to visit the Transfer Office and meet 
with the transfer counselor.

Special Programs  
for Adults
I want to take some courses, but I am  
not interested in receiving college credit.  
Does Westchester Community College  
have courses for me?
More than 16,000 adult students participate each year 
in non-credit, continuing education/community service 
classes. Personal enrichment classes and continuing 
professional education classes are available for adults not 
interested in pursuing a college degree. Among the offerings 
are a variety of non-credit classes in all facets of computers, 
including word processing, spreadsheets and other software 
packages.

I would like to improve my English language 
skills. Where do I begin?
The English Language Institute at Westchester Community 
College offers numerous courses at all levels of instruction 
to help adults improve their language skills. With an annual 
enrollment of more than 4,000 students, our program is the 
largest of its kind within Westchester. Courses in speaking, 
listening and writing are available. The Institute can get you 
started on the way to improved English skills for your career 
or to prepare you to participate in college-level study. You 
will be guided to the correct course level by professionals 
experienced in English language attainment.

I did not earn a high school diploma. May I still 
enroll at Westchester Community College?
Adults who do not have their high school diplomas have 
the opportunity to earn their NYS General Equivalency 
Diploma while enrolled at Westchester Community 
College. You must meet specified admissions requirements 
and complete 24 college credits in specified areas. Upon 
completion of these credits, you may apply for the 
General Equivalency Diploma through the New York 
State Education Department. A special counselor will 
work with you individually through academic advisement 
and registration.


